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ANNUAL  REPORT 
for  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1954 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Royston  Urban  District 
Council : — 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

T  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  and  social  conditions  of  your  Urban  District 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1954.  The  report  has 
the  same  general  outline  as  that  for  the  previous  year  and 
includes  a  survey  of  the  health  services  for  which  the  County 
Council  is  the  administrative  authority.  A  brief  statement 
of  and  comment  upon  the  hospital  arrangements  have  also 
been  included. 

The  vital  statistics,  while  showing  the  expected  yearly 
variations,  are  on  the  whole  satisfactory.  The  low  birth  rate, 
however,  should  be  noted  for  it  is  the  first  time  since  the 
war  that  the  adjusted  rate  has  fallen  below  that  for  England 
and  Wales.  The  fall  in  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of 
the  mid  year  population  may  account  for  part  of  the  decline 
in  the  birth  rate. 

Tn  the  report  I  have  commented  upon  the  new  concept 
of  peri-mortality  which  places  together  the  stillbirths  and 
the  infant  deaths  within  the  first  week.  If  we  accept  this 
concept  it  may  be  stated  that  while  the  peri-natal  mortality 
rate  last  year  was  high  the  infant  mortality  rate,  which  is 
an  indication  of  the  effectiveness  of  our  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Service,  was  low. 

The  notifiable  infectious  diseases  showed  a  marked  over¬ 
all  reduction  in  incidence  compared  with  the  previous  year 
and  indeed  apart  from  a  small  epidemic  of  dysentery  the 
infectious  diseases  were  more  remarkable  for  their  absence 
than  their  presence. 

T  would  like  to  take  the  opportunity  to  thank  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their 
support,  my  divisional  health  staff  for  their  willing  assistance 
and  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  G.  E.  Millar,  for  the  loyal 
co-operation  he  has  always  afforded  me. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  S.  HYND, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  ROYSTON 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions 

Area  .  1,452  acres 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population 

mid  1954  .  .  .  .  .  8,090 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  .  .  .  2,470 

Rateable  Value  .  £31,063 

Nett  Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  .  £115/6/4 


The  district  is  predominantly  a  coal-mining  area  with 
the  majority  of  the  population  earning  their  living  directly 
or  indirectly  from  the  industry.  Fortunately  last  year  no 
major  difficulty  was  experienced  in  finding  suitable  work  for 
children  leaving  school,  and  in  this  the  two  small  factories 
in  the  district  were  of  material  help.  Tt  is  to  be  hoped  that 
further  light  industries  will  be  established  in  the  district. 


Live  Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Male  Female  Total 

.  57  59  116 

.  3  4  7 


60  63  123 


The  number  of  live  births  registered  was  the  same  as  in 
the  previous  year.  51%  of  the  mothers  were  delivered  in 
Maternity  Homes  or  hospitals  as  compared  with  63%  in  1953. 
The  Registrar  General  again  supplied  a  comparability  factor 
which  relates  the  proportion  of  women  in  the  district  of  child¬ 
bearing  age  with  the  proportion  in  a  standard  population. 
The  crude  birth  rate  multiplied  by  the  comparability  factor 
gives  an  adjusted  birth  rate  which  is  comparable  with  similar 
adjusted  rates  in  other  districts  and  with  the  birth  rate  for 
the  country  as  a  whole.  The  adjusted  birth  rate  for  your 
district  last  year  was  14.7  per  1,000  estimated  population  as 
compared  with  16.0  per  1,000  estimated  population  in  1953 
and  with  15.2  per  1,000  estimated  population  for  England  and 
Wales.  The  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  or  the  natural 
increase  of  population,  was  50  as  compared  with  45  for  the 
previous  year. 

Premature  Babies 

10  babies  were  born  prematurely,  4  of  whom  were  born 
at  home  and  6  in  hospital.  Unfortunately  3  of  the  babies  died, 
two  within  a  few  hours  of  birth  and  the  third  after  6  days. 
The  remainder  survived  and  made  normal  progress. 
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Stillbirths 

6  stillbirths  were  notified  last  year  as  compared  with  2 
in  1953.  The  stillbirth  rate  was  46.5  per  1,000  total  births  as 
compared  with  16.0  per  1,000  total  births  in  1953  and  with  23.4 
per  1,000  total  births  for  England  and  Wales.  The  rise  in 
the  stillbirth  rate  was  unfortunately  not  accompanied  by  a 
fall  in  the  neo-natal  mortality. 

Deaths 

The  adjusted  death  rate,  which  is  the  crude  death  rate 
multiplied  by  the  comparability  factor,  was  11.3  per  1,000 
estimated  population  as  compared  with  11.7  per  1,000 
estimated  population  in  1953  and  with  11.3  per  1,000  estimated 
population  for  England  and  Wales.  There  were  73  deaths 
among  the  inhabitants  of  your  district,  a  decrease  of  5 
compared  with  1953,  and  the  principal  causes  of  death  in 
order  of  numerical  importance  were :  heart  and  circulatory 
diseases,  cancer,  respiratory  diseases.  Statistics  relating  to 
death  rates  and  the  causes  and  ages  at  death  are  given  in 
tabular  form  at  the  end  of  the  section  on  vital  statistics. 

Infant  Mortality 

There  were  5  infant  deaths  last  year,  the  same  as  in  the 
previous  year.  The  infant  mortality  rate  remained  unchanged 
at  40.7  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared  with  25.5  per  1,000 
live  births  for  England  and  Wales. 

Before  making  any  general  comment  on  the  infant 
mortality  rate  the  details  of  the  5  deaths  must  be  closely 
considered.  First  it  will  be  noticed  that  2  babies  lived  a 
matter  of  hours  only,  a  further  two  died  within  the  first 
week  and  only  one  survived  the  neo-natal  period.  Secondly 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  causes  of  death  in  all  instances 
were  either  of  congenital  origin  or  related  to  the  ante-natal 
period  or  the  immediate  period  of  delivery.  From  these 
observations  it  must  be  obvious  that  here  we  are  concerned 
with  babies  who  died  from  disease  or  injury  already  present 
at  birth  and  not  with  babies  who  were  healthy  at  birth  but 
later  contracted  a  fatal  illness.  Tt  must  be  equally  apparent 
that  the  preventive  measures  which  can  be  applied  must 
differ  in  the  two  categories  of  infant  mortality. 

With  this  viewpoint  in  mind  the  Registrar  General  has 
suggested  a  new  concept  of  peri-natal  mortality  to  connote 
a  combination  of  stillbirths  with  deaths  occurring  during  the 
whole  or  part  of  the  neo-natal  period  but  no  standard 
definition  has  yet  been  adopted.  Probably  the  must  useful 
combination  will  prove  to  be  stillbirths  plus  deaths  within 
the  first  week.  Such  a  concept  outlines  more  clearly  the 
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problems  connected  with  stillbirths  and  infant  mortality  for 
if  the  experience  of  the  last  two  decades  is  examined  it  is 
evident  that  the  peri-natal  mortality  (stillbirths  and  deaths 
under  one  week)  has  declined  much  more  slowly  than  has 
the  infant  mortality  after  the  first  week  of  life.  The  reasons 
are  clear,  the  deaths  which  can  be  prevented  have  largely 
been  prevented  and  the  opportunity  for  prevention  occurs 
with  much  greater  frequency  in  infants  who  survive  the 
first  week  of  life.  The  overall  peri-natal  mortality  in  your 
district  last  year  was  high  but  the  infant  mortality,  and 
therefore  those  deaths  which  we  can  do  most  to  prevent, 
was  low.  A  great  more  research  and  knowledge  will  be 
required  before  more  progress  can  be  made  in  the  reduction 
of  peri-natal  mortality. 

Maternal  Mortality 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  no  deaths  occurred  last  year 
due  to  maternal  causes. 


INFANT  DEATHS  IN  1954 

Nett  deaths  from  stated  causes  under  1  year  of  age 
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DEATHS  IN  AGE  GROUPS 


Under 

1  year 

Males 

5 

Females 

TOTAL 

5 

1—  5 

years 

— 

1 

1 

5—10 

years 

— 

1 

1 

10—15 

years 

— 

— 

— 

15—20 

vears 

— 

— 

_ 

20—25 

years 

— 

— 

_ 

25—35 

years 

2 

1 

3 

35-45 

vears 

1 

_ 

1 

45—55 

years 

5 

3 

8 

55 — 65 

years 

9 

4 

13 

65—70 

years 

6 

2 

8 

70—75 

vears 

8 

5 

13 

75—80 

years 

6 

3 

9 

80—85 

years 

4 

4 

8 

85—90 

vears 

1 

1 

2 

90  years  and  over 

— 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

47 

26 

73 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  1954 


Causes  of  Death  Males 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  .  1 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  .  — 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease  .  1 

4.  Diphtheria  .  — 

5.  Whooping  Cough  .  — 


6.  Meningococcal  Infections  .  — 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  .  — 

3.  Measles  .  — 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  .  — 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  .  1 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  .  2 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  .  — 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  .  — 


14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  3 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  .  — 

16.  Diabetes  . — 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  .  5 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  .  8 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  .  2 

20.  Other  heart  disease  .  9 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  .  2 

22.  Influenza  . .  .  — 

23.  Pneumonia  .  — 

24.  Bronchitis  . 1 


25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 


28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  .  1 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  .  1 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  .  — 

31.  Congenital  malformations  .  1 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  .  4 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  .....  .  — 

34.  All  other  accidents  .....  .  3 

35.  Suicide  . 2 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war .  — 


Females  TOTAL 
—  1 


1 


7 

1 

1 

9 


1 


1 


1 

2 

2 


1 

2 


4 


12 

9 

3 

18 

2 

1 

1 


2 

1 

2 

6 

5 

2 


All  causes 


47  26  73 
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PRINCIPAL  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1954 

Based  on  the  Registrar  General’s  Figures 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 
population : 

Crude  . . 

Adjusted  . 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 
population : 

Crude  . .  . 

Adjusted 

Infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
excluding  Tuberculosis  but 
including  Venereal  Diseases 
Tuberculosis : 

Respiratory  . 

Other  . .  . 

All  forms  . 

Cancer  . .  . 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous 
system  . . 

Heart  and  circulatory  diseases 

Respiratory  diseases  . . 

Maternal  Mortality 

Infant  Mortality  . .  . 

Stillbirths  . .  . 


Aggregate 

West 

West 

England 

and 

Royston 

Riding 

Riding 

Wales 

Urban 

Urban 

Admin. 

(prov’nal 

District 

Districts 

County 

Figures) 

15.2 

14.7 

15.1 

15.2 

14.7 

14.8 

15.3 

9.0 

12.7 

11.9 

11.3 

11.3 

12.8 

12.5 

Not 

0.12 

0.07 

0.08 

available 

0.12 

0.18 

0.16 

0.16 

— 

0.01 

0.02 

0.02 

0.12 

0.19 

0.18 

0.18 

0.87 

2.12 

2.01 

2.04 

Not 

1.48 

2.03 

1.84 

available 

Not 

3.96 

4.88 

4.54 

available 

Not 

0.25 

1.27 

1.22 

available 

— 

0.80 

0.89 

0.69 

40.7 

28.3 

28.0 

25.5 

46.5 

26.6 

25.9 

23.4 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA 

The  provision  of  residential  accommodation  for  the  aged 
and  infirm  and  for  those  in  need  of  care  and  attention  is 
the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council.  Accommodation 
was  readily  found  last  year  for  those  applicants  who  were 
ambulant  and  who  could  climb  stairs  without  major  difficulty. 
Importantly,  the  accommodation  was  provided  as  near  to 
the  applicant’s  old  home  as  possible  to  allow  him  to  visit 
friends  easily,  and  maintain  his  former  social  contacts.  The 
provision  of  ground  floor  accommodation  for  those,  who  in 
my  last  annual  report  I  described  as  “border-line  cases”, 
remained  difficult  at  times  and  during  the  winter  months 
there  was  a  waiting  list  of  applicants.  The  waiting  list  might 
have  been  longer  but  for  additional  accommodation,  of  the 
small  hostel  type,  being  provided  last  year.  All  the  old 
institutional  accommodation  has  been  modernised  and  the 
interiors  of  these  buildings  now  have  none  of  the  somewhat 
forbidding  austerity  they  possessed  in  former  years. 
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1  am  glad  to  report  that  in  no  instance  was  it  necessary 
to  take  action  under  Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance 
Act,  1946. 

My  comments  on  the  hospital  service  provided  for  the 
division  will  be  brief,  for  my  position  in  this  matter  is  that 
of  an  interested  observer  rather  than  one  with  direct 
responsibility  for  hospital  management.  No  comment  is 
necessary  on  the  hospital  provision  for  the  acute  sick, 
maternity  patients  and  those  suffering  from  infectious 
diseases  for  there  can  be  little  quarrel  with  the  existing 
high  standard  of  service.  Hospital  accommodation  for 
tuberculosis  has  greatly  improved  in  recent  years,  no  doubt 
due  in  a  large  measure  to  the  success  of  the  newer  forms  of 
treatment.  Accommodation  for  the  chronic  sick  was  very 
variable  and  appeared  to  be  inadequate  in  the  winter  months, 
when  the  greatest  demand  for  beds  always  occurs.  It  is 
indeed  very  difficult  to  satisfy  the  hospital  needs  of  the 
chronic  sick  for  the  very  chronicity  of  the  illnesses  and  the 
age  of  the  patients  inevitably  makes  for  a  long  hospital  stay, 
and  the  discharge  from  hospital  is  far  more  dependant  on 
the  home  circumstances  of  the  patient  than  it  is  with  the 
acute  sick.  The  speedier  discharge  home  of  the  chronic  sick 
was  aided  appreciably  last  year  by  the  excellent  home  nursing 
service  in  the  division  about  which  I  have  more  to  say  later. 

The  mental  hospital  accommodation  remained  difficult, 
particularly  for  those  suffering  from  senile  dementia  when 
long  admission  delays  were  common.  Admission  of  voluntary 
patients  was  made  easier  with  the  establishment  and  greater 
use  by  general  practitioners  of  the  consultant  psychiatric 
clinic  at  the  Reckett  Hospital.  The  institutional  accom¬ 
modation  for  mental  defectives  remained,  I  understand,  very 
difficult  throughout  the  year  in  the  region  as  a  whole,  but 
vacancies  were  found  for  some  patients  in  the  division  and 
much  needed  relief  was  obtained.  The  Occupation  Centre 
in  Barnsley  was  used  to  the  maximum,  but  the  waiting  list 
of  children  in  the  division  requiring  such  training  grew,  and 
T  regret  that  no  real  progress  was  made  with  the  conversion 
of  the  old  divisional  offices  at  The  Gables,  Wombwell,  into 
an  Occupation  Centre.  As  will  be  seen  in  the  section  of 
the  Report  on  Mental  Health,  which  follows,  there  are  28 
children  and  12  adults  who  are  considered  fit  for  Occupational 
Centre  training  and  who  still  await  vacancies.  It  is  true  that 
the  plans  for  the  conversion  of  part  of  the  accommodation 
at  The  Gables  into  an  Occupation  Centre  have  been  prepared 
and  approved  by  the  County  Council,  what  is  now  required 
is  speedier  action  in  the  translation  of  plans  into  something 


9 


more  solid  and  tangible.  The  provision  of  institutional 
accommodation  and  accommodation  in  occupation  centres 
have  a  direct  relationship  and  the  provision  of  the  latter 
will  to  a  material  extent  obviate  the  need  for  the  former. 

General  Hospitals 

The  general  hospitals  serving  your  district  are  given 
below.  Their  administration  rests  with  the  Leeds  and 
Sheffield  Regional  Hospital  Boards  through  the  local  hospital 
management  committees. 

Leeds  Regional  Hospital  Board : 

1.  Clayton  Hospital,  Wakefield. 

2.  General  Hospital,  Wakefield. 

3.  Leeds  General  Infirmary. 

Sheffield  Regional  Hospital  Board: 

1.  The  United  Group  Hospitals,  Sheffield. 

2.  The  Beckett  Hospital,  Barnsley. 

3.  The  St.  Helen  Hospital,  Barnsley. 

Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals 

All  infectious  diseases  requiring  hospital  admission  were 
admitted  to  the  Kendray  Hospital,  Barnsley.  The  ambulance 
arrangements  were  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year,  the 
hospital  retaining  its  own  ambulances  for  this  service. 

Maternity  Hospitals 

Maternity  cases  were  usually  admitted  to  the  following 
hospitals : 

1.  The  St.  Helen  Hospital,  Barnsley. 

2.  Pindar  Oaks  Maternity  Home,  Barnsley. 

3.  Manygates  Hospital,  Wakefield. 

4.  Hallamshire  Maternity  Home,  Chapeltown. 

The  services  of  the  Jessop  Hospital,  Sheffield,  and  the 
Maternity  Hospital,  Leeds,  were  also  available  for  abnormal 
obstetric  cases. 

Tuberculosis  Scheme 

Two  whole-time  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors  were 
engaged  last  year  and  in  consequence  the  liaison  arrange¬ 
ments  with  the  Chest  Centre  were  greatly  strengthened. 
The  preventive  work  in  the  field  and  the  clinical  work  in 
the  Chest  Centre  were  more  closely  interwoven  and  the 
fortunes  of  the  patients  and  the  follow-up  of  the  contacts 
could  be  more  completely  supervised.  The  percentage  of 
contacts  accepting  examination  was  higher,  which  materially 
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helped  in  the  search  for  the  sources  of  infection.  After¬ 
care  arrangements  included  extra  nourishment,  when  recom¬ 
mended  bv  the  Chest  Physician,  in  the  form  of  free  milk 
allowance  and  bed,  bedding  and  other  equipment  were  issued 
on  loan  to  patients  where  necessary.  Home  Helps  were  also 
provided  when  required. 


The  programme  of  the  clinics  held  at  the  Chest  Centre, 
46  Church  Street,  Barnsley,  is  given  below : 

Tuesday  10.0  a.m.  to  12.0  noon  (children) 

Wednesday  10.0  a.m.  to  12.0  noon 

Wednesday  2.0  p.m.  to  4.0  p.m. 

Thursday  10.0  a.m.  to  12.0  noon 

Friday  10.0  a.m.  to  12.0  noon 


Venereal  Diseases 

The  nearest  centre  for  Royston  patients  for  the  diagnosis 
and  treatment  of  venereal  diseases  is  in  Barnsley. 

Address:  Special  Treatment  Centre, 

Queen’s  Road, 

BARNSLEY. 

Other  centres  are  situate  in  Sheffield,  Rotherham  and 
Wakefield,  and  a  patient  is  at  liberty  to  attend  at  the  centre 
of  his  choice.  Treatment  is  completely  confidential. 


Ambulance  Service 

The  calls  on  the  ambulance  service  tended  last  year  to 
become  more  stabilised  though  there  was  again  a  slight 
increase  in  the  Out-Patient  traffic.  Nearly  400,000  patients 
were  carried  and  about  2f  million  miles  were  covered  last 
year  which  gives  one  some  idea  of  the  magnitude  of  the 
service  provided. 

The  further  slight  increase  in  the  Out-Patient  traffic 
was  largely  due  to  an  increase  in  physio-therapy  as  new  or 
larger  departments  were  established  and  the  greater  number 
of  transfers  between  hospitals  and  convalescent  homes  as 
more  of  the  latter  were  provided. 

The  stretcher  cases  and  discharges  from  hospital 
remained  relatively  constant,  but  there  was  a  slight  increase 
in  the  admissions  because  of  a  quicker  bed-turn-over.  The 
latter  was  helped  both  by  the  additional  convalescent  home 
accommodation  which  was  provided  and  by  the  efficiency 
and  sufficiency  of  the  Home  Nursing  Service  in  the  after-care 
of  the  discharged  patient.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  once 
again,  with  the  increase  in  the  road  traffic,  the  accident 
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rate  for  1954  was  increased.  Headway  in  ambulance  depot 
construction,  a  material  factor  in  improving  the  ambulance 
service  organisation,  was  made  last  year  and  one  new  depot, 
which  affected  the  service  in  the  division,  was  erected  at 
Wath-upon-Dearne.  A  further  new  depot  is  planned  for  this 
year  at  Platts  Common  to  replace  the  one  in  Hoyland. 


Home  Nursing 

The  total  visits  made  by  the  Home  Nurses  in  the  division 
last  year  was  57,530,  a  really  remarkable  figure  when 
compared  with  that  which  applied  before  the  County  Home 
Nursing  Service  was  established  in  1948.  While  we  do  not 
judge  the  service  solely  on  its  statistical  record,  for  quality 
of  work  as  well  as  quantity  is  important,  yet  a  detailed  study 
of  last  year’s  record  is  interesting  if  only  for  the  light  the 
figures  throw  on  the  many  aspects  of  home  nursing.  Tt  is 
worth  noting,  for  instance,  that  56%  of  the  visits  were  made 
among  the  aged  and  infirm.  Much  attention  in  past  years 
has  been  focussed  on  old  people  and  on  the  problems  of 
old  age,  and  I  think  the  amount  of  attention  which  has 
rightly  come  to  be  given  to  old  people  is  reflected  by  the 
high  proportion  of  the  total  home  nursing  visits  they  received. 
Again,  the  benefit  to  the  hospitals  of  a  good  home  nursing 
service  is  clearly  illustrated  by  the  figures  last  year.  Over 
10,500  visits  were  made  to  so-called  surgical  patients,  the 
vast  majority  of  whom  were  recent  discharges  from  hospital 
after  an  operation.  Tt  is  reasonable,  T  think,  to  accept  that 
the  home  nursing  service  was  instrumental  last  year  in 
saving  hospital  bed  accommodation  by  both  obviating  the 
necessity  for  admission  to  hospital  and  expediting  discharge. 
The  family  doctors  certainly  appreciate  the  service  for  it 
helped  by  relieving  them  of  nearly  20.000  injections.  T  would 
not,  however,  wish  to  over-stress  the  help  of  the  nurse  to 
the  family  doctor  for  he  is  of  equal  help  to  the  nurse,  indeed 
the  co-operation  between  them  is  becoming  a  model  of  the 
co-operation  which  should  exist  between  members  of  the 
medical  and  nursing  professions. 

The  great  volume  of  work  which  home  nurses  now  have 
to  deal  with  and  the  tendency  for  the  amount  to  increase 
each  year,  emphasises  the  necessity  for  team-work  and 
mobility  about  which  T  wrote  last  year.  The  volume  of  work, 
however,  is  fast  becoming  too  much  for  the  present  nurses 
to  manage  and  steps  have  been  taken  to  increase  their 
numbers  this  year. 
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Home  Helps 

The  divisional  establishment  of  Home  Helps  has  in¬ 
creased  over  the  years  from  13  whole-time  home  helps  or 
their  equivalent  in  part-time  workers  to  34,  and,  by  and  large, 
though  the  strictest  economy  was  necessary,  the  number 
about  sufficed  last  year.  Each  week  240  households,  on 
average,  received  domestic  assistance  which,  with  the  per¬ 
mitted  establishment,  allowed  of  only  6-7  hours  per  week  to 
each  household  with  the  exception  of  maternity  cases.  The 
amount  of  help  each  household  received  was  obviously  small, 
but  at  least  all  the  applicants  received  some  help  and  none 
in  need  was  refused.  Again  the  aged  and  infirm  received 
the  most  benefit  from  the  scheme  for  approximately  90% 
of  the  available  home  help  hours  went  to  them.  As  I  have 
stated  in  a  previous  report  it  is  not  easy  to  administer  a 
service  which  caters  in  the  main  for  the  aged  for  the 
infirmities  of  old  age  are  progressive,  however  slowly,  and 
the  need  for  help  in  the  aged  increases  as  time  goes  by.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  196  aged  people  in 
receipt  of  domestic  assistance  of  whom  151  were  still 
receiving  assistance  at  the  end  of  the  year.  At  the  beginning 
of  1955  there  were  249  aged  people  receiving  assistance  and 
it  is  obvious  that  difficulties  must  arise  in  finding  help  for  the 
new  applicants.  Indeed,  the  only  way  is  by  exercising  the 
strictest  economy  with  the  pruning  of  hours  wherever 
possible.  As  is  to  be  expected  it  is  in  the  winter  months 
when  the  need  for  home  help  is  greatest  and  it  was  during 
these  months  that  it  was  most  difficult  to  satisfy  the 
demands. 

The  aged  have,  for  some  years  now,  received  the  lion’s 
share  of  the  home  help  scheme  and  perhaps  it  is  right  they 
should  for  their  need  is  the  greatest,  but  it  would  be  a  pity, 
if  in  catering  for  the  aged,  the  scheme  should  neglect  the 
rest  of  the  community.  I  think  the  financial  arrangements 
often  discourage  the  sick,  apart  from  aged  sick,  from  seeking 
assistance  even  though,  at  first  sight,  the  allowances  against 
payment  in  the  County  Council  scale  seem  generous.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  the  scale  is  not  generous  when  only  a  few  hours 
per  week  are  allowed  and  the  policy  adopted  in  the  division 
of  spreading  the  “butter  thinly  over  the  bread”  to  cater  for 
the  maximum  number  automatically  restricts  the  number  of 
home  help  hours  allowed  to  each  household.  In  consequence 
some  deserving  households  derive  no  financial  benefit  from 
the  scheme,  and  for  this  reason  I  would  like  a  change  in 
the  scheme  so  that  the  scale  of  charges  bears  a  more  direct 
relationship  to  the  number  of  home  help  hours  provided. 
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Laboratory  Service 

The  laboratory  service  was  provided  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  in  Wakefield,  a  national  service  under  the  control 
of  the  Medical  Research  Council.  The  laboratory  is  equipped 
to  deal  with  all  bacteriological  and  pathological  examinations 
and  a  complete  investigation  is  undertaken  and  report 
furnished  for  every  specimen  sent  for  examination. 

Samples  of  milk  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
for  chemical  analysis  were  examined  by  the  Public  Analyst 
at  Rradtord  at  the  expense  of  the  County  Council. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Service 

Attendances  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre 
were  well  maintained  last  year,  though  the  attendances  at 
the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  were  somewhat  smaller.  I  don’t 
attach  any  particular  significance  to  this  decline,  the  clinic 
appeared  to  be  just  as  popular  and  the  overall  total  of 
attendances  was  still  high. 

In  my  last  annual  report  T  described  what  I  considered 
was  the  true  purpose  of  the  infant  welfare  clinics  and  it  is, 
T  believe,  axiomatic  that  if  this  purpose  is  to  be  achieved 
a  great  deal  will  depend  on  the  health  visitor.  The  mainstay 
of  the  child  welfare  service  has  always  been  the  Health 
Visitor  and  this  has  long  been  recognised  and  appreciated 
by  the  public.  The  “clinic  nurse”,  as  she  is  often  popularly 
called,  has  ever  been  a  source  of  strength  to  mothers  and 
will  always  be  so.  Rut  the  duties  of  the  health  visitor  have 
widened  in  recent  years  and  her  work  now  is  with  the  family 
as  a  whole  and  not  just  with  the  younger  members.  The 
family  is,  obviously,  the  correct  unit  on  which  the  health 
services  should  be  based  and  the  health  visitor  has  an 
important  role  in  the  wider  scheme.  She  has  given  much 
help  and  has  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  in  the  past  few 
years  with  the  aged  and  is  gaining  from  them  the  same 
respect  and  affection  she  has  gained  from  the  younger 
mothers  and  children.  Tf  the  family  is  the  ideal  unit  on 
which  the  health  service  should  be  based  then  all  who  work 
to  preserve  the  health  of  the  family  must  work  together  as 
a  team.  The  co-operation  of  doctor  and  health  visitor  is 
important,  for  their  work  in  prevention  of  illness,  if  not  in 
treatment,  has  similar  points  of  interest  and  each  has  much 
to  gain  from  the  other.  I  hope  that  the  co-operation  between 
doctor  and  health  visitor  will  steadily  grow  for  it  will  be  to 
the  benefit  of  the  community  they  equally  serve. 
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Infant  Welfare 


Wesleyan 
Sunday  School, 
High  Street, 
Royston 
Dr.'  H.  W. 

Got  hard 


Clinic — Attendances  during  1954 


No.  of  children 
who  attended 
during  the  year 


Wednesday 
10  a.m.  to  345 

12  noon 


Total  attendances 
Under  Over 

1  year  1  year 

2,356  1,553 


2  p.m.  to 
4  p.m. 


Ante-Natal  Clinic— Attendances  during  1954 

No.  of  Women 
who  attended 
during  the  year 

Wesleyan  Tuesday 

Sunday  School  2  p.m.  to  86 

High  Street,  4  p.m. 

Royston 

Dr.  M.  E.  Tapissier 


T otal  number  of 
attendances  made 
during  the  year 

422 


MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

The  Mental  Health  Social  Workers  and  the  Home 
Teacher  last  year  served  well  the  parents  and  guardians 
of  the  mentally  defective  persons  in  the  division  and  were 
also  of  help  to  those  recently  discharged  from  mental 
hospital  where  after-care  was  sought  or  was  recommended 
by  the  hospital  psychiatrists. 

There  are  179  mental  defectives  in  the  Division  who  are 
under  Supervision  of  one  form  or  other,  viz: 

UNDER  16  OVER  16 


Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Statutory  Supervision  ... 

...  22 

23 

39 

44 

Guardianship  . 

— 

— 

1 

3 

Voluntary  Supervision  ... 

— 

— 

22 

25 

Training  of  defectives  is  partly  covered  by  the  Barnsley 
Occupation  Centre  (11  children  and  2  adults  attend)  and 
partly  by  a  Home  Teacher.  The  Home  Teacher  either  gives 
training  to  groups  at  specified  centres  or  individual  training 
at  home,  whichever  is  more  suitable. 

Group  classes  are  held  at  Wombwell- — Wednesdays ; 
Worsborough — Thursday  mornings;  and  Darton  on  Fridays. 

28  children  and  12  adults  are  awaiting  admission  to  the 
Occupation  Centre,  either  Wombwell  or  Barnsley,  and  7  adult 
males  are  considered  suitable  for  Industrial  Centre  Training. 
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Of  the  defectives  in  the  division  72  are  in  gainful  full¬ 
time  employment  and  40  are  adequately  employed  in  the 
home. 

There  are  39  males  and  58  females  in  institutions,  who 
previously  resided  in  the  division.  There  is  no  urgent  case 
awaiting  admission  to  an  Institution  hut  there  are  3  girls 
and  1  boy,  and  5  male  adults  and  9  female  adults  on  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board’s  waiting  list  for  eventual  admission 
when  vacancies  arise. 

To  ease  tension  in  the  homes,  provision  has  been  made 
by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  for  short-stay  vacancies  to 
cover  illness  and  emergencies.  Unfortunately,  the  demand 
exceeds  the  number  of  vacancies,  and  in  the  case  of  short- 
stay  vacancies  for  holidays  the  Hospital  Board  have  not  been 
able  to  meet  all  requests. 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  after-care 
cases  visited — the  Sheffield  Regional  Hospital  Board  now 
indicating  where  after-care  is  required,  although  all  dis¬ 
charges  are  visited  by  the  Social  Worker  to  inform  the 
patient  that  help  is  available  if  it  is  required.  A  good 
co-operation  is  maintained  with  the  Psychiatric  Clinic,  held 
on  a  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  at  Beckett  Hospital  and  a 
West  Riding  Social  Worker  is  in  attendance. 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICES  1954 

Before  giving  a  brief  statistical  summary  of  the  work 
of  the  School  Health  Service  in  your  district  mention  must 
be  made  of  the  opening  of  a  new  school  for  the  handicapped 
pupils  and  the  introduction  of  two  important  changes  in  the 
divisional  school  health  scheme. 

Womb  well  Special  Day  School 

This  school  for  backward  or  educationally  sub-normal 
children  was  opened  in  February  in  premises  previously  used 
as  an  Open-Air  School  for  delicate  children.  The  educational 
needs  of  backward  children  cannot  always  be  met  in  an 
ordinary  school  especially  with  the  large  classes  which  are 
nowadays  so  common.  At  the  same  time  it  is  not  an  easy 
thing  for  parents  to  accept  readily  the  idea  that  their  child 
is  backward  and  needs  education  in  a  special  school,  and 
it  was  a  welcome  surprise  to  find  the  school  so  quickly 
accepted  by  parents.  The  school  has  certainly  made  a  very 
good  start  and,  with  the  correct  usage,  it  should  in  time  fill 
a  long  felt  need  in  our  educational  system  and  satisfy  the 
peculiar  individual  needs  of  the  backward  child. 
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Tuberculin  Testing  of  School  Entrants 

This  scheme  was  introduced  last  year  in  part  of  the 
division  and  will  be  in  operation  throughout  the  division  by 
the  end  of  1955.  The  idea  is  to  test  all  school  entrants  for 
tuberculin  sensitivity  and  to  examine  forther  those  who  show 
a  positive  skin  reaction.  The  test  is  completely  painless  and 
easy  to  perform  and  consists  of  putting  a  tiny  smear  of 
tuberculin  jelly  on  the  back  and  covering  with  adhesive 
plaster.  Those  children  giving  a  positive  reaction  are 
referred  to  the  Chest  Physician  for  full  examination  including 
an  X-Ray  film  of  the  chest.  At  the  same  time  the  family 
contacts  are  urged  to  accept  the  same  full  examination  from 
the  Chest  Physician.  The  test  is  only  made  with  parental 
consent  and  in  the  schools  which  have  been  done  so  far  it 
is  gratifying  to  find  that  over  80%  of  the  parents  have 
accepted  the  scheme. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination 

Reference  to  the  B.C.G.  vaccination  scheme  for  school 
leavers  is  made  in  the  section  of  the  report  dealing  with 
Tuberculosis  but  is  repeated  here  because  of  the  close 
association  of  the  scheme  with  the  scheme  for  the  tuberculin 
testing  of  school  entrants.  Roth  are  concerned  with  the 
prevention  of  tuberculosis  in  the  community  but  each 
approaches  the  problem  from  a  dififerent  angle.  In  tuberculin 
testing  the  school  entrants  we  aim  to  find  the  positive  skin 
reactors  and  from  them  to  trace  the  hidden  sources  of 
infection.  With  the  B.C.G.  vaccination  scheme  v/e  aim  at 
protecting  the  individual  himself  rather  than  the  community 
as  a  whole  and  therefore  we  search  for  the  negative  skin 
reactors.  It  is  these  children  who  are  susceptible  to 
Tuberculosis  and  by  vaccination  we  try  to  protect  them 
against  the  disease  and  particularly  during  the  difficult  years 
of  adolescence  which  lie  ahead  of  them. 

The  statistical  summary  which  follows  shows  the  result 
of  school  medical  inspections  made  last  year  in  your  district 
and  the  attendances  at  the  various  clinics. 

Routine  School  Medical  Inspections  were  carried  out  by 
Dr.  S.  G.  A.  Henriques  at  the  under-mentioned  schools: 

Royston  County  Primary  School. 

Royston  Church  of  England  J.M.  &  T.  School. 

Royston  Junior  Boys’  School. 

Royston  Secondary  Modern  Girls’  School. 

Royston  Secondary  Modern  Roys’  School. 
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CLINICS 


School  Clinics 

No.  of  individual  children 
who  attended  and  were 
seen  by  Doctor 

Wesleyan  Sunday  School, 

High  Street,  Royston  370 


Specialist  Clinics 

Ophthalmic  Clinics  (70  sessions  held  in  1954) 

Mr.  N.  L.  McNeil,  M.B.,  D.O.M.S.,  Ophthalmologist. 


No.  of  children  examined  .  181 

Orthopaedic  Clinics  (12  sessions  held  in  1954) 

Mr.  T.  L.  Lawson,  F.R.C.S.,  Orthopaedic  Surgeon. 

No.  of  children  examined  .  19 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinics  (11  sessions  in  1954) 

Mr.  W.  L.  Rowe,  F.R.C.S.,  E.N.T.  Surgeon. 

No.  of  children  examined  .  28 

Paediatric  Clinics  (1  clinic  per  month) 

Dr.  C.  C.  Harvey,  M.D.,  M.R.C.P.,  Paediatrician. 

No.  of  children  examined  .  25 


Special  Clinics 


Speech  Therapy  Clinic 

Mrs.  P.  J.  Battye,  L.C.S.T.,  Speech  Therapist. 

No.  of  children  seen  .  7 

Total  attendances  .  84 

Child  Guidance  Clinic 

Dr.  M.  M.  MacTaggart,  M.A.,  B.Ed.,  Ph.D.,  Educational  Psychologist. 

No.  of  children  examined  .  25 

Total  attendances  .  95 

Sun-ray  Clinic  (2  sessions  per  week) 

No.  of  individual  children  attending  .  9 

Total  attendances  made  .  129 

Minor  Ailments  Clinics 

No.  of  individual  children  treated  by 

Health  Visitors  .  240 

Total  attendances  .  338 
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GENERAL  EPIDEMIOLOGY 


There  were  58  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  last 
year  as  compared  with  229  notified  in  1953.  The  main 
features  were  the  relative  absence  of  Measles,  only  4  cases 
were  notified,  and  the  sharp  epidemic  of  Sonne  Dysentery 
during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year. 


Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 

Measles  . 

Dysentery 

Pneumonia 


No.  of 
Cases 
notified 

3 
2 

4 
48 

1 


Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Died 


1 


58  4  1 


The  following  table  shows  the  age  distribution  of  the 
Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year. 

Under  65  and 

1  year  1-4  5-14  15-24  25-44  45-64  over 


Scarlet  Fever  .  —  2  1  —  —  — 

Whooping  Cough  .  1  1  —  —  —  — 

Measles  ....'. .  —  3  1  —  —  — 

Dysentery  .  1  10  25  —  7  5 

Pneumonia  .  —  —  —  —  —  1 


Scarlet  Fever 

There  was  a  marked  decline  in  the  incidence  of  Scarlet 
Fever  last  year  when  only  3  cases  were  notified  as  compared 
with  38  in  the  previous  year.  No  serious  complication  was 
reported. 

Measles 

Only  4  cases  of  Measles  were  notified  last  year  as  against 
162  in  1953. 

Whoopinig  Cough 

Whooping  Cough,  like  Measles,  was  almost  wholly 
absent  from  the  district  last  year  for  only  2  cases  were 
notified.  The  absence  of  Measles  from  a  district  is  largely 
a  matter  of  chance  for  there  is  no  specific  preventive  measure 
one  can  take  to  guard  against  its  entry.  Fortunately  the 
same  does  not  apply  to  Whooping  Cough  for  against  this 
infectious  illness  we  possess  a  reasonably  potent  prophylactic. 
The  number  of  mothers  who  have  their  babies  immunised 
at  the  clinic  against  Whooping  Cough  has  increased  each  year 
since  the  scheme  was  inaugurated  and  last  year  75  infants 
and  14  toddlers  were  protected.  Tt  is  likely  a  further  number 
of  babies  were  immunised  by  tbe  family  doctor  and  for  whom 
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no  records  arc  available.  While  the  immunisation  scheme  is 
steadily  making-  headway  there  is  still  some  way  to  go  yet 
before  we  can  talk  about  the  eradication  of  the  disease  from 
the  district.  At  least  75%  of  the  child  population  must  be 
immunised  and  the  level  maintained  before  we  could  expect 
to  conquer  Whooping  Cough  as  we  hope  we  have  conquered 
Diphtheria.  T  have  no  doubt  this  level  of  immunity  can  be 
achieved  providing  we  don’t  just  sit  and  wait  but  work 
for  it. 

Smallpox  and  Diphtheria  Prophylaxis 

Smallpox,  in  its  classical  form,  is  a  very  deadly  disease 
which  fortunately  rarely  invades  this  country.  At  one  time 
it  was  endemic  in  Great  Britain  but  was  eradicated  when  the 
means  of  vaccinating  the  population  against  the  disease  was 
discovered  and  made  compulsory.  Compulsion  ceased  with 
the  repeal  of  the  Vaccination  Order  in  1948,  the  habit  of 
infant  vaccination  withered  and  without  doubt  the  level  of 
immunity  of  the  population  is  steadily  falling.  It  is,  indeed, 
difficult  to  convince  parents  of  the  importance  of  infant 
vaccination  and  perhaps  to  have  vaccinated  at  the  clinic  30 
children  or  25%  of  the  total  infant  population  was  something 
of  an  achievement  last  year.  Certainly  it  could  be  worse 
but  we  must  hope  it  will  be  better  next  year. 

Diphtheria  is  not  the  forgotten  disease  like  Smallpox 
and  indeed  still  claims  some  victims  throughout  the  country 
each  year  though  happily  not  in  Royston.  The  immunisation 
statistics  for  last  year  showed  that  67.3%  of  all  children  in 
the  district  between  the  ages  of  0-14  years  were  immunised 
with  43.0%  in  the  age  group  0-4  years  and  78.8%  of  the 
children  in  the  age  group  5-14  years  protected.  The  per¬ 
centage,  I  think,  could  be  better  and  particularly  would  I 
like  to  see  a  higher  percentage  immunised  in  the  younger 
age  group. 

Dysentery 

A  sharp  epidemic  of  dysentery  affecting  both  adults 
and  children,  began  in  February  last  year.  48  cases  were 
confirmed  bacteriologically  but  it  is  certain  that  this  figure 
does  not  represent  the  total  incidence  for  there  must  have 
been  many  more  cases  where  the  causal  organism  was  not 
isolated  or  not  sought.  The  causal  organism  was  the  Sonne 
Dysentery  bacillus,  an  organism  which  gives  rise  to  the  most 
common  form  of  dysentery  in  this  country.  The  disease  is 
highly  infectious  and  epidemics  often  occur  more  usually  in 
the  summer  months.  The  illness  is  generally  mild  but,  like 
many  infectious  illnesses,  it  can  be  severe  and  even  dangerous 
in  the  very  young  and  the  very  old. 

21 


The  first  ease  occurred  among  children  attending  the 
infants’  department  of  the  County  Primary  School  and  an 
immediate  investigation  of  the  canteen  and  school  meals 
service  was  begun.  The  organism  was  not  found  either  in 
the  food  or  amongst  the  canteen  staff  who  were  most 
co-operative  in  everything  asked  of  them.  Two  of  the  school 
meals  helpers  were  found  to  be  infected  and  were  excluded 
from  school,  but  it  is  certain  they  were  not  responsible  for 
the  outbreak  for  their  infection  began  after  the  outbreak  had 
started.  The  homes  of  all  the  infected  children  were  visited 
and  it  was  mainly  in  these  houses  where  further  cases  were 
found  among  the  adults.  It  is  probable  that  the  adults  were 
infected  by  the  children  rather  than  the  other  way  round. 
The  school  teachers  helped  to  limit  the  outbreak  by  super¬ 
vising  the  personal  hygiene  of  the  children,  particularly  after 
a  visit  to  the  toilet. 

The  disease  was  fortunately  of  the  common,  mild  type 
which  quickly  resolved  after  the  initial  symptoms  and  left 
no  after  effects.  Only  one  patient,  a  child  of  3  years,  required 
hospital  treatment. 

Sonne  dysentery  is  but  one  of  the  many  forms  of  food 
poisoning  and  it  is  well  we  should  think  of  last  year’s 
outbreak  as  food  poisoning  rather  than  dysentery  for  its 
control  was  a  matter  of  personal  hygiene  rather  than  general 
sanitation.  Its  investigation,  and  here  I  gladly  acknowledge 
the  considerable  help  I  received  from  your  Sanitary  Inspector, 
cost  many  valuable  hours,  time  which  could  have  been  better 
spent  for  food  poisoning  in  a  well  ordered  society  should  be 
regarded  as  an  unnecessary  evil.  Food  poisoning  is  but  one 
facet  of  food  hygiene  and  the  more  time  we  spend  on  the 
latter  the  less  Ave  will  need  to  spend  on  the  former.  Food 
hygiene  is  largely  a  matter  of  personal  hygiene,  thoughtful 
rather  than  thoughtless  behaviour  in  personal  habits  and 
cleanliness.  Clean  food  demands  clean  habits,  a  not  un¬ 
reasonable  demand,  surely,  in  this  civilised  age. 

Tuberculosis 

3  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  last 
year  and  one  death  was  reported  from  the  disease.  While 
this  considerable  reduction  both  in  incidence  and  mortality 
is  most  welcome  comments  on  the  yearly  Tuberculosis 
statistics  in  a  small  urban  district  must  be  restrained  for 
comparison  of  annual  figures  can  be  misleading.  It  is  far 
wiser  to  consider  the  general  trend  over  the  years  and  the 
statistics  do  show  that  Tuberculosis  is  declining  both  in  its 
incidence  and  its  mortality.  We  must  continue  to  do  all 
we  can  to  hasten  the  rate  of  decline,  and  preparations  Avere 
made  last  year  for  the  introduction  among  children  of  school 
leaving  age  of  a  very  important  preventive  measure. 
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For  some  years  B.C.G.  Vaccination  of  child  contacts  of 
open  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  has  been  practised 
with  an  ever  growing  percentage  of  parents  accepting  this 
vital  precautionary  measure.  Towards  the  end  of  last  year 
arrangements  were  completed  to  extend  the  scheme  to  all 
children  of  the  13  years  age  group,  irrespective  of  previous 
Tuberculosis  contact.  The  13  years  age  group  was  chosen 
because  it  allows  of  a  full  year’s  supervision  before  the  child 
leaves  school.  It  is  intended  to  make  P>.C.G.  vaccination  an 
annual  event  to  ensure  that  all  school  leavers  are  protected 
against  Tuberculosis  during  the  difficult  adolescent  years 
which  lie  ahead.  The  response  by  parents  to  the  vaccination 
has  been  most  encouraging  and  I  feel  an  excellent  scheme 
has  been  successfully  launched.  The  beneficial  results  from 
the  scheme  will  be  proved,  I  am  certain,  in  the  years  to 
come. 


TUBERCULOSIS  —  Record  of  Cases  during  1954 


Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonarv 

M 

F 

M  F 

No.  of  cases  on  Register  at  1st  January, 

1954  . :  . 

25 

15 

2  1 

No.  of  cases  notified  for  the  first  time 
during  the  year  . 

1 

2 

No.  of  cases  restored  to  register  . 

— 

— 

-  - 

No  of  cases  added  to  Register  other¬ 
wise  than  by  notification  . 

1 

1 

No.  removed  to  other  districts  . 

1 

3 

-  - 

No.  cured  or  otherwise  removed  from 
Register  . 

1  — 

No.  died  from  disease . 

1 

— 

-  - 

No.  died  from  other  causes  . 

— 

— 

-  - 

Total  at  end  of  1954  .  25  15  1  1 


TUBERCULOSIS  —  New  Cases  and  Mortality  in  1954 


NEW  CASES  DEATHS 

Non-  Non- 

Age  Periods  Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

0—  1  .  —  —  —  — 

5—10  Z  Z  —  —  —  — 

10—15  —  —  —  — 

15—20  1  —  —  — 

20 — 25  —  —  —  — 

25—35  —  —  1  — 

35—45  —  —  —  — 

45 — 55  2  —  —  — 

55—65  —  —  —  — 

Over  65  —  —  —  — 


TOTALS  .  3  —  1 
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ROYSTON  (YORKS.)  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1954 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Royston  Urban  District 

Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  my  privilege  and  pleasure  to  submit  to  you  my  ninth 
Annual  Report  showing  the  work  done  in  the  Sanitary  Section 
of  the  Public  Health  Department  during  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1954. 

As  in  previous  years,  that  portion  of  the  Report  dealing  with 
the  Public  Cleansing  Service  and  Salvage  refers  to  the  Financial 
Year  ended  31st  March,  1955. 

As  has  been  the  case  during  the  recent  past,  the  easing  in  the 
supply  position  for  various  classes  of  building  materials  was  not, 
unfortunately,  reflected  to  any  great  extent  in  the  amount  of 
repair  and  re-conditioning  of  existing  properties.  This  vitally  and 
essential  work  was  yet  again  retarded  by  reason  of  the  Building 
Programme  absorbing  the  large  majority  of  available  building 
labour.  Tradesmen  had  not  difficulty  in  obtaining  employment 
on  Housing  Sites  and,  naturally,  showed  preference  for  new, 
clean  work,  rather  than  the  dirty  work  of  reconditioning  existing 
properties.  Furthermore,  incentive  bonuses  made  new  work  even 
more  attractive.  In  spite  of  this,  however,  general  repair  work- 
maintained  steady  progress  and  the  amount  of  work  which  was 
able  to  be  carried  out  in  this  respect  could  not  be  regarded  as 
inconsiderable.  Even  so.  much  work  still  remains  to  be  done  if 
the  results  of  the  period  when  fabric  became  seriously  dilapidated 
when  neither  labour  nor  materials  were  available  because  of  the 
National  Emergency  are  to  be  overcome.  Further  rises  in  the 
cost  of  repair  and  re-conditioning  work,  both  of  labour  and 
materials,  continued  to  be  reflected  in  the  amount  of  repair  work 
carried  out,  but  one  can  but  hope  that  when  the  demand  for  new 
houses  begins  to  ease,  the  position  will  improve  and  much  more 
satisfactory  progress  made  so  far  as  repair  and  re-conditioning 
of  older  properties  are  concerned.  Naturally,  after  a  prolonged 
period  with  little  or  no  maintenance  being  carried  out,  the  fabric 
of  more  and  more  houses  is  reaching  the  stage  where,  if  the 
houses  are  to  remain,  extensive  works  of  repair  will  have  to  be 
carried  out  otherwise  the  stage  will  be  reached  when  minor  repairs 
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will  be  totally  inadequate,  and  unless  very  considerable  amounts 
of  money  are  expended  on  the  rehabilitation  of  properties,  the  only 
action  which  will  be  able  to  be  taken  will  be  to  have  houses 
demolished. 

During  the  year,  new  legislation  so  far  as  Rent  for  private 
properties  came  into  operation,  but  more  will  be  said  in  this 
respect  in  that  part  of  ibis  Report  dealing  specifically  with 
1  lousing. 

As  in  earlier  Reports,  the  deterioration  of  fabric  due  to 
heavy  atmospheric  pollution  is  dealt  with  more  fully  in  that  part 
of  this  Report  dealing  with  Smoke  Abatement.  The  domestic 
chimney  continues  to  be  a  serious  offender  in  this  respect,  but 
this  matter  must,  of  necessity,  be  closely  linked,  in  Districts  like 
this,  where  concessionary  coal  forms  part  of  the  income  of 
families  where  the  householder  is  employed  in  or  about  collieries. 
Older  properties  show  to  an  ever  increasing  degree,  the  ravages 
of  atmospheric  pollution  and  this  must  remain  a  matter  of 
considerable  concern. 

Staffing 

It  is  with  regret  that  I  have  to  report  that  the  full  time 
Pupil  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  P.  M.  Denniss,  who  came  to  me  in 
October.  1953,  abandoned  his  training  towards  the  end  of  the 
year  and  took  up  employment  with  private  industry,  especially 
having  in  mind  that  he  had  settled  down  to  serious  study  and 
was  showing  a  very  keen  interest  in  the  work  and  in  his  studies. 
It  is  even  more  regrettable  that  this  should  be  the  case  in  view 
of  the  increasing  shortage  of  qualified  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  the 
Country  as  a  whole  and  the  serious  falling  off  of  young  men 
wishing  to  enter  the  Profession. 

Verminous  Houses 

During  the  year  under  review,  this  matter  continued  to 
receive  attention  and  complaints  of  various  types  of  infestation 
did  not  show  any  marked  variation  from  last  year.  At  the  same 
time,  however,  the  number  of  complaints  of  cockroach  infestation 
showed  a  very  marked  decline  than  was  the  case  only  a  few 
years  ago.  ft  would  appear  reasonable  to  assume,  therefore,  that 
all  the  time  spent  dealing  with  such  infestations  a  few  years 
ago  is  now  being  proved  to  have  been  well  worthwhile. 

During  the  year,  the  following  properties  were  dealt  with  : — 

Type  of  House  Infested  Disinfested 
Council  Houses  6  6 

Other  Houses  11  11 
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in  accordance  with  the  practice  established  during  recent 
years,  houses  found  to  be  infested  were  treated  according  to  the 
type  and  degree  of  infestation.  Only  one  case  of  suspected  bed 
bug  infestation  was  reported  during  the  year,  and  this  was  not 
confirmed.  Infestations  by  silverfish  were  treated  either  by  the 
use  of  Gammexane  powder  and/or  spraying  whilst  cockroach 
infestations  were  treated  primarily  with  Gammexane  Dust,  such 
treatment  being  followed  up  by  spraying  where  the  infestation 
did  not  yield  to  primary  treatment. 

The  continuing  persistent  infestation  of  the  Council’s  Refuse 
Tip  by  crickets  of  recent  years  was  not  so  apparent  during  the 
year  but  nonetheless  evidences  of  continuing  infestation  remained. 
The  continuing  shortage  of  adequate  covering  material  was  a 
handicap,  but  arrangements  were  made,  wherever  and  whenever 
possible  for  surplus  soil  etc.,  from  building  sites  to  be  taken  to 
the  Tip  and  was  used  for  sealing  off  the  working  faces.  Similar 
material  obtained  in  earlier  years  proved  a  boon  and  parts  of 
the  Tip  which  had  shown  heaviest  infestation  in  earlier  years 
appeared  to  be  cleared.  Treatment  of  exposed  faces  of  the  Tip 
with  Gammexane  Dust  continued  during  the  year  under  review 
and  helped  considerably  in  checking  the  growth  of  the  insects. 
As  has  been  mentioned  in  all  Annual  Reports  for  the  past  few 
years,  the  quantity  of  garden  refuse  finding  its  way  into  dustbins 
continued  to  increase  as  new  houses  were  completed  and  occupied 
and  it  would  appear  that  appeals  to  householders  to  burn  such 
refuse  have  met  with  little  or  no  success.  It  must  again  be 
pointed  out  that  such  material  causes  heating  of  the  Tip  which 
stimulates  the  breeding  of  the  insects,  provides  ample  food  for 
them  to  live  upon,  causes  the  tip  to  be  “spongy”,  prevents  proper 
consolidation  and  increases  the  risk  of  fire.  In  this  latter  con¬ 
nection,  I  regret  to  have  to  say  that  on  one  occasion  fire  occurred 
in  the  Tip,  but  immediate  action  prevented  the  fire  from  becoming 
serious. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  Council  Houses 
found  to  be  infested  with  bed  bugs  in  previous  years  again 
showed  no  evidences  of  re-infestation.  Co-operation  with 
tenants  of  infested  properties  was  again  fully  maintained  and  this 
resulted  in  earlier  clearance  of  infestations. 

The  practice  of  issuing  small  quantities  of  powder  to  the 
tenants  of  infested  houses  continued  as  in  previous  years  and  it 
would  appear  that  this  continues  to  be  fully  appreciated. 
Furthermore,  tenants  are  now  realising  that  adequate  time  for 
modern  materials  to  do  their  work  is  necessary  and  that  only  by 
persistent  effort  can  houses  be  cleared  of  pests.  Cockroach 
infestations  brought  to  my  notice  during  the  year  showed  no 
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increase  but  it  was  evident  that  tenants  realised  that  by  commenc¬ 
ing  treatment  as  soon  as  small  evidences  of  infestation  became 
apparent,  so  much  more  quickly  could  colonies  of  insects  be 
cleared.  It  would  appear  reasonable  to  assume  that  the  District 
wide  cockroach  infestation  of  a  few  years  ago  is  being  brought 
more  and  more  under  control  and  occupiers  of  infested  houses 
appreciate  that  these  pests  can  be  cleared  with  determined  and 
prolonged  effort. 

TRANSFER  OF  TENANTS  TO  COUNCIL  HOUSES 

The  system  whereby  the  houses  and  effects  of  tenants  selected 
as  tenants  of  Council  Houses,  both  new  and  existing,  were 
inspected  for  the  presence  of  vermin  prior  to  removal  continued 
during  the  year  under  review. 

During  the  year  37  houses  were  inspected  in  accordance  with 
the  Council’s  instructions  in  this  respect,  and  in  no  instance  was 
any  infestation  found. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

(a)  Water  Supply 

Water  continues  to  be  supplied  in  bulk  by  the  Barnsley 
Corporation,  and  this  matter  is  dealt  with  by  the  Surveyor  in 
his  capacity  as  Water  Engineer. 

(b)  Closet  Accommodation 

Particulars  of  the  various  types  of  sanitary  conveniences  in 
use  in  the  District  at  the  end  of  1954  are  as  follow  : — 


Type  No. 

Water  Closets  .  2639 

Privies  .  44 

Chemical  Closets  .  2 


During  the  year  nine  additional  closets  were  provided  for 
existing  properties  and  38  were  constructed  for  new  houses. 

Two  privies  were  converted  to  the  water  carriage  system  of 
drainage,  at  the  owners  expense  during  the  year,  and  two  were 
abolished  when  the  houses  they  served  were  demolished. 

The  majority  of  the  remaining  privies  in  the  District  still  do 
not  lend  themselves  to  conversion  owing  to  inaccessibility  of 
sewers,  but  with  work  starting  on  the  new  Doles  Housing 
Scheme,  sewering  of  this  site  will  make  a  sewer  available  to 
houses  at  present  served  by  privies  in  High  Street.  This  was 
brought  to  the  notice  of  owners  of  the  properties  concerned  and 
informal  approach  was  made  to  ascertain  whether  they  were 
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prepared  to  undertake  conversion  of  all  privies  to  the  water 
carriage  system  of  drainage.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  negotiations 
were  proceeding  in  this  respect,  but  finality  had  not  been  reached. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  vexed  question  of  the  cleansing  of 
cesspools  in  Lee  Lane  was  again  raised  by  the  owners  of  the 
properties,  the  matter  was  again  fully  considered,  but  after  due 
consideration,  it  was  decided  that  the  Council’s  earlier  decision 
be  adhered  to  and  owners  of  these  houses  were  required  to 
continue  being  responsible  for  their  cleansing. 

(c)  Public  Cleansing  Service 

The  following  report  on  the  Public  Cleansing  Service  is  for 
the  Financial  Year  ended  March,  1955. 

Details  of  the  various  types  of  refuse  receptacles  in  use  in 
the  District  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  as  shown  below  :  — 


Dustbins  .  2355 

Dry  Ashpits  .  Nil 

Privy  Middens  .  32 

Chemical  Closets  .  2 


Two  privies  served  by  one  midden  were  converted  during 
the  year  and  two  privies,  also  served  by  one  midden,  were  discon¬ 
tinued  during  the  year  when  the  houses  were  demolished. 
Galvanised  iron  dustbins  were  provided  for  the  reception  of 
domestic  refuse  at  the  two  houses  where  privies  were  converted. 

The  cleansing  of  all  remaining  privies  continued,  as  in 
recent  years,  to  be  carried  out  by  the  Public  Cleansing  Staff, 
outside  assistance  no  longer  being  used.  Privies  continue  to  be 
cleansed  monthly,  the  Members  of  the  Public  Cleansing  Staff 
working  overtime  on  this  work,  prior  to  normal  working  hours, 
which  ensures  that  cleansing  is  carried  out  early  in  the  morning 
before  most  people  are  about  and  reduces  possible  nuisance  to  a 
minimum.  At  the  same  time,  this  arrangement  allows  normal 
cleansing  of  the  District  to  proceed  weekly,  without  hindrance. 


The  following  Table  gives  details  of  the  number  of  refuse 
receptacles  emptied  during  the  year,  together  with  the  number  of 
loads  and  their  estimated  weight.  _ 


No. 

No. 

Estimated 

Receptacles 

Emptied 

of  Loads 

Weight 

T.  C.  Q. 

Dustbins,  etc . 

129,234 

1872 

5054  8  0 

Privv  Middens 

334 

75 

202  10  0 

Trade  Refuse  . 

182 

91  0  0 

TOTALS  . 

129,568 

2129 

5347  18  0 
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It  is  with  regret  that  1  have  to  report  that  the  labour  position, 
which  had  remained  so  good  for  quite  a  long  time,  deteriorated 
during  the  year,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  that  adequate  staff  was 
able  to  be  maintained.  On  several  occasions,  the  Public  Cleansing 
Staff  were  undermanned,  mainly  on  account  of  illness,  but  in 
spite  of  all  setbacks  and  difficulties,  in  no  instance  had  cleansing 
of  the  District  to  be  abandoned.  During  the  snow  early  in  the 
present  year,  cleansing  carried  on  with  half  the  staff  working, 
and  1  feel  it  is  only  right  that  1  should  make  mention  of  the 
loyalty  of  those  men  remaining  at  work  in  their  efforts  to  keep 
the  Cleansing  Service  going. 


The  continued  prosecution  of  the  Housing  Programme 
continues  to  increase  the  work  of  the  Public  Cleansing  Staff,  and 
with  longer  “carries”,  the  work  becomes  ever  more  arduous. 
During  the  year  under  review,  no  increase  was  made  in  the  size 
of  the  Public  Cleansing  Staff  but  continuing  expansion  of  the 
Housing  Programme  must  automatically  result  in  an  increase  of 
Staff  being  employed  if  the  regular  weekly  cleansing  of  the 
District  is  to  be  maintained.  For  some  years  now,  weekly 
cleansing  of  the  District  has  been  maintained,  and  I  am  even 
more  firmly  of  the  opinion  that  to  revert  to  a  less  frequent 
collection  would  be  a  retrograde  step  which  should  be  avoided  at 
all  costs.  The  matter  of  staffing  will,  therefore,  become  a  matter 
for  early  consideration  if  the  efficiency  of  the  Public  Cleansing 
Service  is  to  be  maintained  at  its  present  level. 


As  has  been  said  on  more  than  one  occasion,  it  would  appear 
that  workmen  engaged  on  this  vitally  essential  work  of  environ¬ 
mental  hygiene  are  held  in  higher  regard  than  was  the  case  in 
the  comparatively  recent  past  when  their  predecessors  were 
engaged  exclusively  on  the  unenviable  task  of  cleansing  privies, 
but  even  so,  recruitment  of  suitable  labour  for  this  work  becomes 
more  difficult.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  this  might  in  some 
measure  be  due  to  the  fact  that  cleansing  entails  working  six 
days  per  week  whilst  the  general  tendency  in  other  industries 
becomes  more  and  more  a  matter  of  the  five  day  week.  1  think 
it  is  true  to  say  that  householders  realise  ever  more  fully  that  the 
regular  removal  of  refuse  is  essential  to  the  maintenance  of  good 
health  and  this  is  borne  out  by  complaints  being  received  of 
dustbins  not  being  emptied  during  the  inclement  weather  or  when 
the  work  falls  behind  slightly  due  to  sickness  amongst  the 
Cleansing  Staff. 
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COSTING 


House  and  Trade  Refuse  Collection  Disposal  Totals 


£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£  s. 

d. 

Wages  . 

2194 

16 

0 

397 

5 

7 

2592  1 

7 

Petrol  and  Oil  . 

159 

17 

5 

— 

— 

— 

159  17 

5 

Spares,  repairs,  etc .  ... 

97 

18 

4 

— 

— 

— 

97  18 

4 

1  otals — EX'CLU'I  >1  NG  General 

Administrative  Charges  and 
Depreciation  . 

2452 

11 

9 

397 

5 

7 

2849  17 

4 

Cost  per  ton  . 

9 

2 

1 

6 

10 

8 

General  Administrative  Charges 

and  Depreciation  . 

286 

1 

7 

27 

17 

5 

313  19 

0 

Total  Cost — llNCLUPfNG  General 

Administrative  Charges  and 
Depreciation  . 

2738 

13 

4 

425 

3 

0 

3163  16 

4 

Cost  per  ton  . 

10 

3 

1 

7 

11 

10 

Estimated  Population  (Mid-summer  1954 — 


Registrar  General’s  Figure)  .  8-, 090 

Number  of  houses  or  premises  in  the  District  .  2,788 

Rateable  Value  of  the  District  .  £51.063 

Product  of  Id.  Rate  .  £115/6/4 

T.  C.  Q. 

Total  Tonnage  Collected  .  5347  18  0 

Output  of  Refuse  per  1,000  population  per  annum  668  9  3 

Output  of  Refuse  per  1,000  population  per  day  .  1  16  2 

Average  length  of  haul  . . .  1  mile 


Eased  on  the  estimated  weight,  the  weight  of  refuse  collected 
per  1 ,000  population  per  day  was  approximately  36  cwts.  This 
figure  shows  a  slight  increase  on  that  for  the  year  1953/54, 
probably  on  account  of  more  houses  coming  into  full  occupation, 
but  even  so,  it  is  less  than  was  the  case  a  few  years  ago.  The 
quality  of  home  coal  continued  to  be  better  than  had  been  the 
case  and  the  amount  of  heavy  contrary  matter  in  domestic  refuse 
showed  no  signs  of  increase.  Old.  inefficient,  solid  fuel  appliances 
were  replaced  with  modern  appliances,  existing  houses  and  new 
houses  automatically  were  provided  with  modern  appliances, 
A  strong  lead  was  given  in  this  campaign  when  new  ranges  were 
fitted  in  the  houses  on  the  Park  View  Housing  Estate  and  on 
the  Station  Road  and  Newtown  Avenue  Estate.  It  was  expected 
that  the  replacement  of  old  type  ranges  would  result  in  a  consider¬ 
able  reduction  of  household  refuse,  but  up  to  the  time  of  writing 
this  Report,  such  has  not  proved  to  be  the  case,  although  it  may, 
as  yet,  be  a  little  early  to  draw  any  definite  conclusions,  and  the 
true  picture  will  become  more  apparent  when  the  appliances  have 
been  in  use  longer.  Figures  still  remain  high,  but,  as  has  been 
stated  in  previous  years,  this  is  probably  due,  to  a  large  extent,  to 
the  fact  that  the  majority  of  households  in  the  Disrtict  are  in 
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receipt  of  concessionary  coal.  Tire  quantity  of  coal  going’  to  the 
homes  of  householders  employed  in  or  about  the  mines  continues 
to  be  much  greater  than  other  householders  are  allowed,  and,  as 
a  result,  economy  in  the  use  of  fuel  is  not  necessary. 

Replacement  of  worn  out,  obsolete  and  inefficient  solid  fuel 
appliances  by  modern  appliances  continued  to  make  steady  pro¬ 
gress  during  the  year  and  advice  continued  to  be  sought  on  the 
type  of  appliance  to  be  installed. 

On  the  matter  of  the  quantity  of  combustible  material 
remaining  in  refuse,  so  much  has  been  said  in  the  past  that  except 
for  depracating  that  such  a  quantity  of  valuable  material  is  wasted 
annually.  This  matter,  together  with  the  ever  increasing  quantity 
of  garden  refuse  placed  in  dustbins  has  been  referred  to  in 
previous  years  and  the  possibility  of  fires  in  the  Refuse  Tip 
occurring  because  of  both.  On  one  occasion,  the  tip  did  fire,  but 
this  was  able  to  be  controlled  before  serious  fire  had  become 
established.  Whilst  the  fire  might  have  been  the  result  of 
spontaneous  combustion,  the  possibility  of  it  having  been  started 
by  children  who  still  are  constantly  found  on  or  about  the  tip, 
cannot  be  overlooked. 

In  calculating  the  cost  per  ton,  no  allowance  is  made  for 
income  from  the  sale  of  salvaged  materials.  Income  from  this 
source  during  the  year  showed  some  improvement,  a  total  of 
£lll/9/7d.  being  realised,  and  details  of  this  appear  in  that 
portion  of  this  Report  dealing  with  Salvage.  This  income 
reduces  the  cost  per  ton  (collection  and  disposal)  to  ll/5d. — a 
reduction  of  5d.  per  ton. 

The  cost  of  the  Public  Cleansing  Service,  expressed  as  Cost 
per  ton  (Collection  and  Disposal)  shows  a  slight  increase  during 
the  year — ll/10d.  for  the  year  1954/55  as  against  1 1  /3 id.  for 
the  year  1953/54.  This  increase  is  due  entirely  to  increases  in 
wages  and  the  cost  of  running  the  Cleansing  Vehicle. 

In  spite  of  this,  I  am  still  of  the  opinion  that  Public 
Cleansing  Costs  in  this  District  will  compare  very  favourably 
with  those  of  adjoining  districts. 

SALVAGE 

As  in  previous  years,  separation  of  various  classes  of  Salvage 
remained  an  integral  part  of  the  Public  Cleansing  Service. 

Markets  appeared  to  be  rather  more  stable  than  had  been  the 
case  in  the  recent  past  and  income  rose  to  £lll/9/7d.  as  against 
£52/5/4d.  in  the  Financial  Year  1953/54. 
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So  far  as  I  am  able  to  ascertain,  the  mutual  arrangements 
whereby  pig  and  poultry  keepers  collect  kitchen  waste  from 
householders  continued  during  the  year,  but  the  number  of  pigs 
kept  appeared  to  be  much  less  than  was  the  case  a  few  years  ago. 

SALVAGE  STATISTICS 
Year  Ended  March,  1955 


Material  Weight  Value 

T.  C.  Q.  Lbs.  £  s.  d. 

Paper  .  18  6  0  0  91  10  0 

Rags,  etc .  15  0  18  11  12  1 

Ferrous  Metals  .  3  7  0  0  8  7  6 


22  8  0  18  111  9  7 


The  weights  shown  above  whilst  being  an  improvement  on 
those  for  the  year  ended  March,  1954,  are  very  much  lower  than 
those  for  only  three  years  ago,  but  a  reasonably  steady  rate  of 
collection  is  again  being  maintained.  The  quantity  of  rags 
finding  their  way  to  the  Tip  has  fallen  off  very  considerably,  but 
as  in  previous  years,  the  numbers  of  people  who  can  been  seen  in 
the  District,  constantly,  collecting  such  material,  continue  to 
increase,  and  it  seems  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  quanity  of 
such  material  available  for  collection  justifies  these  people 
travelling,  in  some  instances,  considerable  distances  to  collect  it. 
In  no  instance  during  the  year  was  any  case  found  where  toys 
were  exchanged  for  rags  although  there  were  many  indications 
that  this  practice  was  being  followed. 

DISINFECTION  OF  HOUSES  AFTER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Established  practice  continued  to  be  followed,  and  disinfection 
was  carried  out  at  houses  as  found  to  be  necessary.  Requests 
for  disinfection  were  received  during  the  year,  but  were  not  as 
numerous  as  in  earlier  years. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year,  an  outbreak  of  Sonnei 
Dysentery  occurred  and  samples  were  obtained  in  all  instances, 
but  T  have  no  doubt  that  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  will  deal 
more  fully  with  this  matter  in  his  portion  of  this  Report. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

( 1 )  Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections 

The  following  Table  gives  details  of  the  number  and  nature 
of  inspections  carried  out  during  the  year  : — 
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No.  of  Visits  Paid 


Nature  of  Inspection 

Housing 

Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  .  323d 

Verminous  Premises  .  215 

Miscellaneous  Housing  .  513 

Works  in  Progress  .  796 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

Slaughterhouses  .  604 

Shops  and  Stalls  .  17 

Butchers  .  102 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  .  21 

Grocers  .  60 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  .  10 

Ice-Cream  Premises  .  20 

Food  Preparing  Premises  .  115 

Licensed  Premises  .  4 

Street  Vendors  and  Hawkers  Carts  .  4 

Bacteriological  Sample  of  Milk  .  1 

Bacteriological  Sample  of  Water  .  1 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits  .  116 

Infectious  Diseases 

Inquiries  and  Disinfection  .  21 

Miscellaneous  .  22 

Dysentery  Outbreak  .  277 

General  Sanitation 

Water  Supply  .  80 

Drainage  .  199 

Stables  and  Piggeries  .  20 

Fried  Fish  Shops  .  45 

Civil  Defence  .  55 

Barnsley  Canal  .  35 

Factories  .  56 

Cemetery  .  205 

Bakehouses  .  27 

Public  Conveniences  .  182 

Refuse  Collection  .  118 

Refuse  Disposal  .  65 

Rats  and  Mice  .  427 

Schools  .  10 

Shops  .  10 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  .  524 

Interviews  .  609 

Salvage  .  50 

Issue  of  Petrol  .  117 


Total  Number  of  Visits  .  8986 


33 


(2)  Complaints  Received 


During  the  year,  206  complaints  were  received,  details  of 
which  are  as  shown  below  : — 

Nature  of  Complaint  No.  Received 

Choked  drains  .  63 

Overcrowding  and/or  Bad  Housing  .  14 

Defective  W.C.  Cistern  .  4 

Defective  W.C.  Water  Service  Pipe  .  6 

Defective  W.C.  Compartment  .  2 

Defective  W.C .  6 

Water  in  cellar .  2 

Defective  privy  seat  .  1 

Defective  Inspection  Cover  .  1 

Defective  drains  .  2 

Smells  from  drains  .  2 

Defective  sink  .  4 

Defective  sink  waste  pipe  .  3 

Cockroaches  .  14 

Silverfish  .  3 

Bugs  .  1 

General  Disrepair  .  3 

Defective  range  .  9 

Defective  lock  .  1 

Defective  eaves  gutters  .  2 

Dampness  .  4 

Defective  roof,  raining  in,  etc .  11 

Defective  front  door  .  2 

Defective  ceiling  .  3 

Defective  floor  .  1 

Defective  sash  cords  .  1 

Defective  threshold  .  1 

Defective  window  .  1 

Subsidence  .  4 

Smoke  Nuisance  .  4 

Defective  Dustbin  .  6 

M  ice  .  2 

Rats  .  23 

206 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 


There  were  neither  additions  nor  deletions  from  premises 
included  in  the  Register  during  the  year,  but  the  factory  of 
Messrs.  Siddall  and  Hilton  was  extended  and  the  Empire  Factory 
was  also  extended. 

Premises  included  in  the  Register  were  inspected  as  oppor¬ 
tunity  afforded  during  the  year.  56  inspections  being  made  in 
this  connection. 

No  complaints  of  uncleanliness  were  received  from  H.M. 
Inspector  during  the  year,  but  two  cases  were  found  as  a  result 
of  routine  inspection  and  the  conditions  were  remedied  as  a 
result  of  informal  action. 

One  case  of  inadequate  sanitary  accommodation  was  reported 
bv  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  during  the  year,  but  as  conditions 
were  only  temporary,  a  period  of  grace  was  allowed  during  which 
the  position  cleared  itself. 

No  notifications  under  the  provisions  of  Sections  110  and 
1 1 1  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937  (Outworkers)  were  received  during 
the  year. 

The  following  Tables  are  extracts  from  the  Form  of  Return 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service. 


PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 

1.  Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 

(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 

Number  Number  of 

on  Written  Occupiers 

Premises  Register  Inspections*  Notices  Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 

2,  3,  -l  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities  12 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 

in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
bv  the  Local  Authority .  — 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers'  premises)  .  — 


Total  12  36 
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2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


No.  of  cases 

No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found  in  which 
Referred  Referred  Prosecu- 
To  H.M.  by  H.M.  tionswere 
Particulars  Found  Remedied  Inspector  Inspector  instituted 


Want  of  cleanlincss(S.l) 
Overcrowding  (S.2)  ... 
Unreasonable  Tempera¬ 
ture  (S.3)  . 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S.4)  . .  . 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6)  . 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) — 

(a)  Insufficient  . 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  . 

(d)  Not  separate  for 

sexes  . . 

Other  offences'  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
outwork)  . 


2 


2 


1 


Total  3  3  —  1 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

Once  again,  it  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  that  no  nuisance 
from  smoke,  arising"  within  the  District,  was  noted  during  the 
year  under  review.  Nuisances  from  both  smoke  and  grit  arising 
outside  the  District  were  again  apparent — one  from  one  of  the 
stacks  at  the  Monckton  Colliery  Unit  and  one  from  the  Coking 
Plant,  to  which  reference  has  been  made  on  numerous  occasions, 
persisted. 

The  modernisation  of  the  steam  raising  plant  at  the  Monckton 
Colliery  Unit  does  not  appear  to  have  been  carried  out  as  yet, 
but  one  can  but  hope  that  this  work  will  not  be  long  delayed. 
1  have  no  reliable  information  as  to  either  the  methods  of 
stoking  or  the  type  of  fuel  used,  but  even  where  plant  is  no  longer 
new,  correct  methods  of  stoking,  even  with  poor  quality  fuel, 
can  be  carried  out  without  giving  rise  to  the  dense  volumes  of 
very  dark  smoke  which  issue  daily  from  the  stack  in  question. 
The  nuisance  from  grit  continues,  and  with  the  passage  of  time, 
1  become  more  than  ever  convinced  that  this  arises  from  the 
quenching  tower,  and,  until  such  time  as  some  efficient  means  of 
arresting  grit  at  quenching  towers  is  evolved,  1  fear  that  this 
nuisance  must  remain.  Unfortunately,  this  reasoning  does  little 
to  pacify  irate  housewives,  especially  on  wash  day. 
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On  the  general  question  of  Smoke  Nuisances,  remarks  in 
earlier  reports  continue  to  hold  good  especially  those  concerning 
adverse  factors  affecting  this  District.  Smoke  drifts  over  the 
District  persistently  from  stacks,  burning  spoil  banks  and  the 
Coking  and  By-Product  Plants  at  Monckton  and  Wharncliffe 
Woodmoor  Colliery  according  to  the  direction  of  the  wind.  The 
condemnation  of  the  domestic  chimney,  to  which  reference  has 
been  made  on  more  than  one  occasion,  continues  to  hold  good, 
and  much  of  the  pall  of  smoke  seen  hanging  about  in  the 
atmosphere  comes  from  the  domestic  chimney,  it  is  gratifying 
to  be  able  to  report  that  during  the  year  under  review  consider¬ 
able  progress  was  made  in  the  work  of  replacing  old,  obsolete 
and  extremely  inefficient  solid  fuel  burning  appliances  by  modern 
appliances  and  there  is  eveiy  reason  to  suppose  that  this  will 
continue.  As  has  already  been  stated  earlier  in  this  Report,  the 
Council  themselves  set  an  excellent  example  by  replacing  the 
ranges  on  Station  Road  and  Newtown  Avenue,  Greenwood 
Crescent,  West  End  Crescent  and  the  whole  of  the  Park  View 
Estate — a  total  of  360  houses — with  modern  ranges.  Such 
appliances,  properly  used,  burn  solid  fuel  far  more  efficiently  and 
volatiles  are  consumed  instead  of  being  poured  out  into  the 
atmosphere  in  the  form  of  soot  and  smoke.  In  addition,  less  fuel 
is  required  for  the  same  amount  either  of  space  heating  or  water 
heating.  Much  heat  which  previously  was  lost  and  wasted  is 
now  being  put  to  useful  purpose  heating  water  in  domestic  hot 
water  systems.  This  is  proved  continually  and  was  so  when 
tenants  of  Council  Houses  which  had  been  modernised  advised 
me  that  they  had  hotter  water  and  a  continuous  supply  of  hot 
water  after  new  ranges  had  been  fitted.  I  have  found  that  these 
tenants  have  been  only  too  willing  to  accept  advice  on  the  proper 
use  of  their  new  appliances,  but  it  would  be  expecting  too  much 
to  expect  householders  receiving  concessionary  coal  to  buy 
smokeless  fuel — even  if  supplies  were  adequate  to  meet  their 
needs.  In  Districts  like  this  where  the  vast  majority  of  male 
labour  is  employed  in  or  about  the  mines,  concessionary  coal  is 
part  of  the  wage  structure  and  has  been  so  for  many  many  years 
and  until  such  time  as  this  aspect  is  reviewed  at  the  highest 
level,  1  would  not  venture  to  express  any  opinion  on  the  matter. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 

As  in  previous  years,  the  various  premises  registered  under 
the  provisions  of  Section  14(2)  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938, 
were  inspected  from  time  to  time  during  the  year,  details  of  the 
premises  inspected  being  shown  in  the  Table  of  Inspections. 
Except  for  the  minor  matters,  which  were  remedied  as  a  result 
of  informal  action,  the  premises  were  found  to  be  in  a  generally 
satisfactory  condition. 
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There  were  no  prosecutions  during  the  year. 

During  the  year,  the  premises  at  41  High  Street,  Royston 
which  had  been  used,  intermittently,  for  the  preparation  and  sale 
of  fried  fish  and  chips  were  closed  as  unsatisfactory,  and  premises 
in  High  Street  which  previously  had  been  used  as  a  Indies’ 
Hairdressers  were  converted  into  fish  frying  premises. 


HOUSING 

During  the  year,  780  houses  were  inspected  for  defects 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts, 
3,179  visits  being  made  for  the  purpose. 

Progress  with  the  repair  and  reconditioning  of  existing 
properties  continued  during  the  year,  but  not  as  much  progress 
was  made  as  could  have  been  desired.  Further  external  painting 
of  older  houses,  on  which  comment  has  been  made  during  the 
past  year  or  two,  continued  during  the  year  and  added  consider¬ 
ably  to  the  appearance  of  houses.  The  damage  caused  by  the 
heavily  polluted  atmosphere  was  able  to  be  noticed  much  more  as 
houses  re-painted  only  a  couple  of  years  ago  have  already  lost 
the  bright  appearance,  but  this  alone  stresses  the  need  for  constant 
attention  being  given  to  this  matter,  as  bright  fresh  paint  relieves 
the  oppressive  dinginess  which  smoke  laden  atmospheres  create. 
The  practice  of  flushing  doors  which  previously  had  been  of  the 
panelled  type  became  much  more  evident  during  the  year,  and 
this  also  adds  smartness  to  the  appearance  of  houses  as  well  as 
reducing  the  parts  of  doors  where  moisture  and  acid  laden  air 
can  lodge  and  cause  rotting  of  the  timber.  It  will  remain  to  be 
seen  whether  this  modern  practice  extends  the  life  of  timber 
which  had  deteriorated  by  reason  of  the  ravages  of  age  and  lack 
of  attention,  but  it  would  appear,  speaking  generally,  that 
property  owners  realise  more  fully  that  painting  of  woodwork 
lias  a  preservative  effect  as  well  as  being  purley  decorative. 

The  question  of  re-conditioning  and  rehabilitation  of  older 
properties  continues  to  be  as  vexed  as  ever,  and  other  than 
reiterating  remarks  in  this  respect  made  in  previous  years,  little 
more  can  be  said.  The  economic  factor,  regarded  as  the  return 
of  income  from  investment,  remains  a  sore  problem.  The  con¬ 
tinuing  rises  in  the  cost  of  both  labour  and  materials  continued 
to  have  a  braking  effect  so  far  as  the  repair  of  existing  properties 
were  concerned.  The  long  expected  alteration  in  the  Law  dealing 
with  House  Rents  came  with  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents 
Act,  1954,  but  whether  this  Measure  will  have  the  beneficial 
effect  everyone  hoped  for,  only  the  passage  of  time  will  tell. 
Notices  of  Repairs  Increase  were  served  upon  tenants  just  before 
the  end  of  the  year  and  applications  were  made  for  Certificates 
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of  Disrepair.  In  every  case,  Certificates  were  issued,  but  the 
results  of  the  issue  of  such  Certificates  will,  of  necessity,  have 
to  he  dealt  with  in  a  subsequent  Report.  Up  to  the  moment,  I 
am  of  the  opinion  that  the  new  Legislation  will  not  have  the 
beneficial  effect  hoped  for  but  one  can  but  hope  that  early 
difficulties  will  resolve  themselves  without  undue  liss  of  time. 
The  signs  of  considerable  and  rapid  deterioration  of  fabric  due 
to  smoke  laden  atmospheres  and  lack  of  maintenance  become  ever 
more  apparent,  but  with  the  vast  majority  of  available  labour 
continuing  to  be  engaged  on  the  provision  of  new  houses,  the 
amount  of  such  labour  remaining  available  for  repair  and 
re-conditioning  work  is  totally  inadequate  to  cope  with  the 
increasing  amount  of  such  work  needing  to  be  done.  In  fact, 
building  contractors  have  informed  me  when  pressed  to  execute 
work  that  they  are  in  such  a  plight  for  labour  that  they  were 
unable  to  accept  further  work.  Men  employed  in  the  building 
trades  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  they  want  new,  clean 
work  rather  than  dirty  jobbing  work,  especially  with  bonus  pay¬ 
ments  accruing  on  the  provision  of  new  houses.  So  far  as  can 
be  ascertained,  the  demand  for  new  houses  shows  little  or  no 
signs  of  falling  off,  but,  when  this  demand  begins  to  be  satisfied 
then,  and  only  then,  will  more  building  labour  be  available  to 
give  the  much  needed  attention  to  older  houses,  which,  overhauled 
and  modernised,  will  provide  good  housing  accommodation  for 
some  years  to  come. 

With  the  continued  easing  of  the  timber  position  and 
certificates  no  longer  necessary  to  obtain  timber  for  repair  and 
replacements,  the  rate  at  which  eaves  gutters  etc.,  were  attended 
to  continued  as  last  year  and  whilst  prior  knowledge  of  such 
works  did  not  come  to  the  notice  of  the  Department  as  was  the 
ca^e  a  few  years  ago,  I  am  very  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  an 
increasing  amount  of  such  work  was  done  without  Notices  being 
served,  but  in  an  increasing  number  of  instances,  advice  was 
sought  both  by  Owners  and  Contractors  before  works  were 
started. 

On  the  question  of  damage  to  properties  by  Mining- 
Subsidence,  the  picture  is  by  no  means  as  pleasant.  Evidences  of 
serious  movement  were  both  more  numerous  and  serious  than 
had  previously  been  the  case.  Houses  repaired  by  the  National 
Coal  Roard  during  the  previous  year  in  Godlev  Street  and  at  the 
lower  end  of  Midland  Road  again  showed  serious  evidences  of 
damage  and  close  liaison  was  able  to  be  maintained  both  with 
Owners  and  Coal  Roard  Officials,  joint  inspections  being  made  of 
several  properties.  Houses  showing  evidence  of  movement  or 
where  subsidence  was  suspected,  were  kept  under  observation 
during  the  year,  but  the  area  where  damage  occurred  was  no 
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longer  confined  lo  the  comparatively  small  area  of  earlier  years. 
It  is  not  for  me  to  specify  the  causes  of  increasing  damage  by 
ground  movement,  but  in  areas  such  as  this  where  considerable 
c|uantities  of  coal  continue  to  be  won,  it  appears  only  reasonable 
to  expect  that  surface  properties  will  show  signs  of  damage  when 
settlement  below  ground  takes  place,  more  co  if  there  are  faults 
in  the  geological  strata.  The  rear  wall  of  No.  1  Godley  Street 
was  taken  out  and  completely  re-built  by  the  National  Coal  Roard, 
the  new  wall  being  strengthened,  but  within  a  very  short  period 
of  lime,  the  new  brickwork  fractured  badly. 

With  the  temporary  lull  in  the  provision  of  Council  houses, 
so  also  did  the  number  of  complaints  of  overcrowding  and/or 
bad  housing  conditions  decrease  when  compared  with  1953.  Only 
14  such  complaints  were  received  during  1954  as  against  35  in 
1953  but  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  majority  of  these  came 
into  the  office  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  when  preliminary 
work  on  the  new  Doles  Housing  Estate  had  been  started.  In 
accordance  with  usual  practice,  all  such  complaints  were  investi¬ 
gated  and  the  results  of  the  investigations  submitted  to  both  the 
Health  and  Housing  Committee  for  consideration.  During  the 
year  12  cases  which  had  been  reported  in  this  manner  were 
re-housed,  and  as  has  been  the  case  for  some  years  past, 
distressing  cases  were  brought  to  light.  It  appears  that  there  are 
considerably  more  cases  where  two,  and  in  some  cases,  three 
families  occupy  the  same  house  and  where  young  couples  have 
to  live  apart  because  of  inadequate  accommodation  with  either 
'he  husband’s  or  wife’s  family.  The  number  of  instances  where 
young  couples,  some  with  children,  occupied  single  rooms  as 
separate  dwellings  were  not  so  numerous.  Taken  over  all,  the 
general  position  so  far  as  overcrowding  is  concerned,  does  not 
appear  to  alter  very  materially  and  with  an  apparently  constantly 
shifting  population,  a  true  picture  cannot  be  obtained  as  to  the 
true  extent  of  overcrowding.  The  continuing  and  increasing 
cost  of  providing  new  houses  can  only  be  reflected  in  an  upward 
spiral  in  the  rents  charged  for  new  houses  and  there  can  be 
little  doubt  that  payment  of  such  rents  must  place  quite  a  severe 
strain  on  the  financial  resources  of  tenants,  and  especially  so  if 
such  tenants  are  young  married  couples  with  a  young  family. 
The  position  is  considerably  aggravated  when  overcrowding  cases 
are  re-housed  and  where  the  houses  they  previously  occupied 
which  would  provide  accommodation  for  younger  couples  of 
possibly  more  limited  means  instead  of  being  re-let  are 
immediately  advertised  for  sale  and  may  stand  empty  for  quite  a 
long  time. 

Moral  overcrowding  continues,  and  must  continue,  to  be  a 
grave  social  problem  although  in  many  instances,  a  remedy  is 
neither  easy  nor  readily  practicable.  Much  has  lieen  said  on  this 
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subject  over  the  years  and,  other  than  repeating  what  has  already 
been  said,  1  doubt  whether  any  more  can  be  said.  Where  more 
Ilian  one  family  occupy  a  small  house  and  where  mixed  families 
where  the  children  have  reached  adolescence  occupy  a  house  with 
limited  sleeping  accommodation,  this  problem  is  a  very  real  one, 
but,  nevertheless,  like  all  other  social  evils,  this  one  calls  for  bold 
and  resolute  action  immediately.  Parents  are  very  conscious  of 
their  difficulties  and  speak  openly  when  coming  to  see  me  of 
their  constant  worry  under  these  circumstances.  Where  such 
families  occupy  a  two  bedroomed  house  with  a  living  room  and 
scullery  on  the  ground  floor,  separation  of  the  sexes  is,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  impracticable  and  where  male  members  of 
the  family  work  on  different  shifts,  a  bad  position  is  made  even 
worse,  but,  as  has  already  been  said,  if  such  families  are  re-housed 
and  the  house  they  occupied  is  put  up  for  sale,  an  impossible 
position  can  and  will  most  certainly  arise. 


After  a  break  of  almost  15  years,  action  is  to  be  resumed  in 
dealing  with  and  clearing  away  unfit,  insanitary  houses,  but  once 
again,  economics  must  play  a  by  no  means  small  part  in  this 
aspect  of  housing.  Many  families  living  in  houses  which  will 
be  dealt  with  under  this  heading  are  of  limited  means  and  the 
rents  of  new  Council  houses  would,  in  all  probability,  be  impossible 
for  them  to  meet,  and  so  a  new  difficulty  will  arise.  Whilst  the 
effects  of  living  in  such  houses  may  not  be  apparent  at  the 
moment,  these  will  become  apparent,  sooner  or  later,  and  the 
sooner  positive  action  can  be  taken  against  the  houses,  the  better. 
The  ill  effects  on  younger  children  of  living  in  dark,  damp  houses 
may  take  years  to  become  apparent,  but  parents  now  more  readily 
associate  colds  and  coughs  to  living  in  poor  conditions  and  make 
no  hesitation  in  expressing  themselves  quite  forcibly.  The  rate 
at  which  these  houses  are  dealt  with  must,  for  the  moment, 
remain  a  matter  of  some  speculation,  although  all  local  authorities 
have  to  submit  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
a  five  year  programme  in  this  respect. 


Even  with  all  their  shortcomings,  such  houses  do  at  least 
continue  to  provide  shelter  and  allow  families  in  the  lower  income 
groups  to  occupy  their  own  home  instead  of  having  to  live  in 
lodgings  but  the  position  remains  very  unsatisfactory.  The  fears 
of  earlier  years  that  high  rents  would  strain  the  financial 
resources  of  members  of  the  lower  income  groups  is  already 
becoming  only  too  apparent  and  the  possibilitv  of  some  of  the 
families  concerned  tending  to  drift  back  to  older  properties  with 
lower  rents  more  in  keeping  with  their  financial  position  rather 
than  accumulate  debts  is  showing. 
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Many  of  the  families  which  moved  out  of  the  District  in  the 
recent  past  when  offered  the  tenancy  of  a  house  provided  by  the 
National  Coal  Board  have  again  applied  for  the  tenancy  of  a 
Council  house  as  by  moving  out  of  the  District  they  have  left 
friends  and  the  community  in  which  they  have  been  brought  up. 
As  a  result,  the  application  lists  for  Council  Houses  show  no 
appreciable  signs  of  diminution.  It  would  appear,  therefore, 
that  the  future  housing  needs  of  the  District  cannot,  even  now, 
be  assessed  with  any  degree  of  accuracy,  but  as  houses  become 
available  for  letting,  and  the  first  stage  of  140  houses  on  the 
Doles  Estate  completed,  perhaps  it  will  be  possible  to  speculate 
on  this  matter.  At  the  same  time,  young  couples  who  marry  and 
have  families  require  houses  and  with  the  longer  expectation  of 
life  an  increasing  number  of  older  people  also  require  houses,  and 
so  for  some  years  to  come,  provision  of  additional  houses  must 
continue.  The  question  of  the  provision  of  more  accommodation 
for  older  people,  possibly  in  the  form  of  bungalows,  appears  to 
warrant  consideration,  and  having  in  mind  that  there  are  quite  a 
number  of  tenants  of  Council  houses  where  there  is  either  just  a 
man  and  his  wife  left  at  home,  children  having  married  and  left 
home,  or  where  only  one  partner  survives,  and  where  smaller 
accommodation  would  prove  adequate,  the  provision  of  smaller 
accommodation  would  result  in  three  bedroom  tvpe  houses  being 
available  for  families  and  would  automatically  reduce  the  number 
of  houses  required  to  be  provided  to  satisfy  the  needs  of  applicants 
on  the  Council’s  Waiting  List. 

Owners  and  Agents  of  private  properties  are  reticent  of 
spending  money  on  properties  where  signs  of  serious  dilapidation 
.’nd  decay  are  apparent  and  numerous  enquiries  have  been  made 
as  to  whether  different  properties  are  likely  to  be  scheduled  for 
demolition.  On  the  other  hand,  some  owners  who,  by  the 
expenditure  of  comparatively  small  amounts  of  money  could  give 
their  property  a  substantial  continuing  life  will  only  do  so  if 
pressed  to  the  extreme.  It  was  possible  during  the  year,  following 
informal  action,  to  obtain  Undertakings  from  Owners  that  if 
their  tenants  were  re-housed,  the  houses  occupied  bv  such  tenants 
would  not  be  re-let  but  would  be  demolished. 

The  two  houses  known  as  52  and  54  High  Street,  Royston, 
which  had  already  been  included  in  houses  scheduled  for  demoli¬ 
tion  and  which  were  later  purchased  by  the  Council  in  anticipation 
of  work  starting  on  the  Doles  Estate  were  demolished,  the  tenants 
having  been  re-housed  on  the  Chevet  View  Estate. 

Viewed  from  all  angles,  therefore,  the  question  of  Housing 
continues  to  be  as  vexed  as  ever  and  becomes,  apparently,  more 
and  more  complex  but  progress  with  the  Housing  Programme 
should,  in  the  reasonably  near  future,  result  in  some  solution, 
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after  which  the  return  of  available  building  labour  from  new 
work  to  work  of  repair  and  reconditioning  of  existing  houses 
should  result  in  accumulations  of  this  vitally  urgent  work  receiving 
the  attention  it  has  not  been  able  to  have  for  some  years  past. 

During  the  year,  one  application  for  an  Advance  under  the 
provisions  of  Section  4  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  for  the  purpose 
of  increasing  Housing  Accommodation  was  received  and 
approved,  as  a  result  ot  which  the  old  Vicarage  was  converted 
into  two  houses. 

One  application  for  an  Improvement  Grant  under  the 
provisions  of  Section  20  of  the  I  lousing  Act,  1949,  was  received 
during  the  year  but  no  grant  was  made. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

As  in  previous  years,  this  vitally  important  matter  continued 
to  receive  attention  during  the  year,  premises  registered  under  the 
provisions  of  Section  14(2)  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938, 
being  kept  under  regular  supervision.  One  mobile  wet  fish  shop 
depoted  in  the  District  was  inspected  from  time  to  time  and 
school  canteens  were  visited.  During  the  outbreak  of  Sonnei 
Dysentery,  two  school  canteen  helpers  were  found  to  be  suffering 
from  the  disease  and  were  stood  off  work  until  proved  to  be 
clear  of  the  infection. 

Food  Premises 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  following  Food  Premises  were 


in  use  in  the  District : — 

Butchers  Shops — Retail — Private  .  10 

Butchers  Shops — Retail— Multiple  Firms  .  3 

Bakehouses  .  3 

Cafes  .  2 

School  Canteens  .  2 

Catering  Establishments  .  1 

Fried  Fish  Shops  (also  selling  wet  fish)  .  10 

Wet  Fish  Premises  (sold  from  mobile  shop)  .  1 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  .  8 

Grocers  and  General  Dealers  43 

Licensed  Premises  (including  W.M.  Clubs)  .  14 


1  he  various  premises  were  inspected  during  the  year,  details 
of  inspections  made  are  given  in  the  Table  of  Inspections. 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  two  supplementary  licences  for  the 
sale  of  milk  under  the  Special  Designation  “Tuberculin  Tested” 
remained  in  force  in  the  District. 
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Milk  (Special  Designation) (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised)  Milk 
Regulations  1949 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  following  Supplementary 
Licences  remained  in  force  : — 

Milk  sold  under  the  Special  Designation  “Sterilised”  2 
Milk  sold  under  the  Special  Designation  “Pasteurised”  3 

Ice-Cream 

During  the  year,  two  further  applications  were  received  for 
the  registration  of  premises  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream.  The 
premises  were  inspected  and  Certificates  of  Registration  issued 
for  the  sale  of  wrapped  ice-cream  also,  the  Council  continuing 
their  declared  policy  of  not  approving  the  sale  of  loose  ice-cream. 
In  one  instance  registration  was  cancelled  on  account  of  change 
of  user  of  premises. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  24  sets  of  premises  were  registered 


as  shown  below  :  — 

Storage  and  Distribution  Depot  .  1 

Sale  of  wrapped  ice-cream  .  23 


No  premises  remain  in  the  District  for  the  manufacture  of 
ice-cream. 

Food  Preparing  Premises 

There  were  no  alterations  in  the  premises  registered  under 
the  provisions  of  Section  14(2)  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938,  as  premises  used  for  the  preparation  of  Sausages  or  Potted, 
Pressed,  Pickled  or  Preserved  Food  intended  for  sale.  Nine 
such  premises  continue  to  be  registered  and  were  inspected  at 
frequent  intervals  during  the  year  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Meat  Inspection 

From  January  until  the  beginning  of  July,  meat  for  sale  in 
the  various  butchers’  shops  in  the  District  was  slaughtered  at  the 
Barnsley  Abattoir  and  delivered  to  retail  shops  by  motor  vehicle 
as  in  previous  years,  but  as  from  Sunday,  4th  July,  1954,  local 
slaughter  was  re-commenced. 

Following  the  receipt  of  information  from  the  Ministry  of 
Food  that  Control  would  end  as  from  Saturday,  3rd  July,  1954, 
together  with  the  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee,  I  attended 
a  Meeting,  together  with  Representatives  of  other  neighbouring 
Authorities,  with  the  Barnsley  Corporation  on  the  question  of 
food  animals  for  this  District  being  slaughtered  at  the  Barnsley 
Abattoir. 

Applications  were  received  for  the  licensing  of  two  slaughter¬ 
houses  in  the  District,  but,  following  the  Meeting  with  the 
Barnsley  Corporation,  it  was  decided,  in  the  first  place,  that  no 
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licences  be  granted.  The  local  retail  butchers  sought  an  interview 
with  the  Council  and  as  a  result  of  this  interview,  it  was  finally 
decided  to  licence  both  sets  of  premises,  in  the  first  instance, 
until  the  end  of  January,  1955.  Slaughtering  started  in  the 
District  on  Sunday,  4th  July,  1954.  the  butchers  having  given  an 
undertaking  that  they  would  kill  only  prime  quality  animals  and 
observe  strictest  codes  of  hygiene  in  dressing  such  animals.  All 
animals  for  slaughter  were  inspected  both  ante-mortom  and  post 
mortom,  and  the  quality  of  animals  slaughtered  was  found  to 
be  strictly  in  accordance  with  the  undertaking  given  by  the 
butchers.  Slaughtering  practice  was  good  and  left  nothing  to 
be  desired. 

The  Table  given  below  gives  details  of  food  animals 
slaughtered  in  the  District  and  unsound  conditions  found,  and 
although  the  duties  of  Meat  Inspection  in  the  slaughterhouses 
involved  quite  a  considerable  amount  of  time  after  normal  work¬ 
ing  hours,  this  1  considered  well  worthwhile  having  in  mind  the 
excellent  quality  of  animals  slaughtered  for  the  food  of  the 
District. 

With  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Slaughterhouses  Act, 
1954,  applications  for  the  renewal  of  slaughterhouse  licences 
were  received  but  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  matter,  although 
under  active  consideration,  had  not  been  brought  to  finality. 


MEAT  INSPECTION  1954 


Cattle 
excluding 
Cows  < 

Cows  Calves 

Sheep 

and 

lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  . 

219 

1  4 

315 

235 

Number  inspected  . 

219 

1  4 

315 

235 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 

—  — 

— 

— 

condemned  . 

10 

—  — 

3 

2 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 

Tuberculosis  . 

4.56% 

0.94% 

0.85% 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  wras 

1 

condemned  . 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

29 

10 

with  Tuberculosis 

13.24% 

—  — 

— 

4.68% 
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Details  of  organs,  etc.,  rejected  as  unfit  for  food,  for 
conditions  stated,  are  shown  below : — 

Tuberculosis 
Heifers 

Sets  of  lungs  . 

Heads  and  tongues  . 

Livers  . 

Mesenteries  and  intestines 

Bullocks 


Sets  of  lungs  .  11 

Heads  and  tongues .  3 

Pigs 

Heads  .  5 

Plucks  .  1 

Mesenteries  and  intestines  .  4 

Entire  carcase  and  all  internal 
organs  .  1 


Cirrhosis 

Bullock  livers  . 

Heifer  livers  . 

Portions  of  Heifer  liver  ... 
Portions  of  Bullock  liver 

Abcesses 

Bullock  livers  . 

Sets  of  Bullock  lungs 
Portions  of  Heifer  liver 


Pleurisy 

Sets  of  Bullock  lungs  .  1 

Sets  of  Heifer  lungs  .  1 

Pericarditis 

Pigs’  hearts  .  2 

Distomatosis 

Lambs’  livers  .  3 

Parasitic 

Sets  of  Heifer  lungs  .  1 


All  condemned  material  was  voluntarily  surrendered  and 
was  disposed  of  by  burying  under  the  Council’s  Refuse  Tip. 

Having  in  mind  the  extent  of  kill,  unsound  conditions 
found  give  no  cause  for  alarm. 


1 

1 

2  (lOlbs.  approx) 
1  (41bs.  approx) 

1 

1 

1  (41bs.  approx) 


16 

9 

2 

2 
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OTHER  FOODS 


Details  of  other  foodstuffs  found  to  be  unsound  and 
which  were  voluntarily  surrendered  are  given  below.  Such 
foodstuffs  were  also  disposed  of  by  burying  on  the  Council’s 
Refuse  Tip,  the  only  means  of  disposal. 


Type  of  Foodstuff  Quantity 

Boneless  ham  .  60flbs. 

Cheese  .  88  lbs. 

Cheese  Spread  .  16flbs. 

Jellied  Veal  .  S7jlbs. 

Corned  Beef  .  40Jlbs. 

Stewed  Stake  .  4  lbs. 

Tinned  Plums  .  4  tins 

Tinned  Apricots  .  1  tin 

Tinned  Raspberries  .  2  tins 

Tinned  Gooseberries  .  2  tins 

Tinned  Tomatoes  .  35  tins 

Tinned  Pears  .  1  tin 

Tinned  Milk  .  5  tins 

Tinned  Oranges  .  1  tin 

Tinned  Soup  .  2  tins 

Tinned  Greengages  .  3  tins 

Tinned  Beans  .  6  tins 

Tinned  Peas  .  6  tins 

Tinned  Grapes  .  1  tin 

Ox  Tongue  .  6jlbs. 

Shoulder  Bacon  .  31  Jibs. 

Shoulder  Ham  .  4  lbs. 

Crab  Meat  .  1  tin 

Pork  Sausage  .  33  lbs. 

Fish  Cakes  .  67 

Madiera  Cake  .  4  lbs. 

Jam  and  Cream  Cake  .  7  lbs. 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat  .  57flbs. 

Self  Raising  Flour  .  12  lbs. 

Dried  Milk  .  112  lbs. 

Fresh  Beef  .  64  lbs. 

English  Mutton  .  52  lbs. 

Imported  Lamb  .  30  lbs. 

Suet  .  58  lbs. 

Fat  .  5  lbs. 

Dripping  .  18  lbs. 

Bacon  .  131  lbs. 

Imported  Rabbit  .  22  lbs. 

English  Rabbit  .  12  lbs. 
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The  articles  of  food  shown  towards  the  bottom  of  the 
list  were  condemned  as  they  were  heavily  contaminated  by 
Sulphur  Dioxide  following  the  collaps  of  a  tube  in  the 
refrigerator  in  one  of  the  multiple  shops. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

As  in  previous  years,  the  systematic  inspection  of  the 
District  for  the  presence  of  rats  and  mice,  followed  up  by 
appropriate  treatment  as  and  when  found  necessary,  con¬ 
tinued  during  the  year  under  review. 

A  further  10%  Test  of  the  sewers  was  carried  out,  and 
the  continuing  apparent  lack  of  infestation  again  resulted  in 
authority  being  received  from  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries  (Infestation  Division)  to  dispense  with  any 
further  sewer  treatment  until  April,  1956.  It  would  appear, 
therefore,  that  treatments  carried  out  in  the  previous  years 
have  poved  effective  and  that  re-infestation  of  the  Council’s 
sewers  has  not  occurred. 

Regular  routine  inspection  continued  to  be  made  at  the 
Council’s  Refuse  Tip,  Salvage  Shed,  Pooles  Lane  Sewage 
Works  and  Church  Hill  Depot,  treatments  being  carried  out 
whenever  evidences  of  rat  infestations  were  found.  The 
estimated  kill  in  all  instances  was  found  to  be  satisfactory, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  year,  little  or  no  evidence  of  residual 
infestation  was  apparent. 

Private  properties  continue  to  be  treated  by  Block 
Control  Methods. 

The  following  Table  is  an  extract  from  the  Form  of 
Report  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  for  the  period  under  review. 
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Once  again,  it  is  my  pleasure  to  report  that  in  no  instance 
was  it  found  necessary  to  take  formal  action  for  the  carrying 
out  either  of  treatment  or  structural  repairs,  owners  and 
occupiers  of  propreties  being  only  too  anxious  to  clear 
infestations  and  willing  to  do  everything  possible  to  prevent 
further  trouble. 


BARNSLEY  CANAL 

This  matter  continued  to  be  one  of  grave  and  urgent 
importance  during  the  year  under  review. 

The  level  of  the  water  remaining  in  the  canal  continued 
to  fall,  flow  became  almost  imperceptible  and  weed  growths 
more  abundant  checking  even  further  what  small  flow  there 
was.  To  all  intents  and  purposes,  the  water  remaining  in 
the  canal  was  stagnant,  but  no  evidences  of  nuisance  from 
smell  was  apparent.  Approach  was  again  made  to  the  Inland 
Waterways  Executive  in  connection  with  the  weed  growths 
and  steps  were  taken  to  have  these  removed.  The  canal  was 
kept  under  observation  throughout  the  year.  Conveyance  of 
the  canal  to  interested  parties,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  had 
not  been  made. 

The  canal  remains,  therefore,  as  an  open  watercourse, 
and  until  such  time  as  the  whole  position  can  be  finalised, 
must  remain  as  a  potential  menace  to  public  health. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

During  the  year,  the  public  conveniences  on  Midland 
Road  which  were  brought  into  use  during  1953,  continued, 
persistently  to  be  mis-used  and  abused.  Damage  was 
rampant  both  to  the  structure  and  fittings  but,  unfortunately, 
persons  who  were  causing  the  damage  were  not  able  to  be 
found  and  dealt  with. 

The  urinals  on  Cross  Lane,  at  The  Wells  and  at  the 
Old  Ring  O’  Bells  came  in  for  their  full  share  of  abuse  and 
mis-use.  During  the  year  the  condition  of  the  fittings  in  the 
urinal  at  The  Wells  deteriorated  seriously,  and  instructions 
were  given  for  plans  to  be  prepared  for  modern  conveniences, 
for  both  sexes,  to  be  prepared,  such  conveniences  to  be 
erected  approximately  on  the  site  of  the  existing  urinal. 

As  has  been  said  only  too  frequently  in  the  past,  the 
continuing  wanton  and  senseless  damage  and  destruction 
constantly  being  found  at  all  these  premises  cannot  be 
condemned  in  too  strong  terms.  As  in  previous  years, 
damage  was  reported  to  the  police  in  the  hope  that  the 
offenders  might  be  traced  and  dealt  with  through  the  Courts, 
but  all  efforts  in  this  direction  proved  to  be  fruitless. 
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It  continues  to  be  difficult  to  understand  why  public 
amenities  continue  to  be  so  grossly  abused.  Much  more 
could  be  said  on  this  matter,  but  until  such  time  as  an 
example  can  be  made  of  persons  responsible  for  the  damage, 
words  can  be  of  little  or  no  avail. 

SUPPLY  OF  DUSTBINS 

The  scheme  whereby  dustbins  are  renewed  and  charged 
to  the  General  Rate  Fund  continued  during  the  year. 

The  scheme  is  working  smoothly  and  in  no  instance  was 
it  necessary  to  warn  householders  about  mis-use  of  dustbins. 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

There  are  no  moveable  dwellings  in  the  District  and  the 
Council  continue  to  regard  the  possible  siting  of  such 
dwellings  in  the  District  with  disfavour. 

CIVIL  DEFENCE 

Efforts  were  again  made  during  the  year  to  start 
Training  Classes  but  without  success  and  this  is  a  cause  of 
intense  disappointment. 


MORTUARY 

Other  than  small  items  of  normal  maintenance,  no  other 
works  were  found  to  be  necessary  in  the  mortuary  building 
during  the  year. 


CEMETERY 

Consequent  upon  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Ellerker  as 
Cemetery  Curator  and  Registrar,  all  the  Registers  of  the 
Council’s  Cemetery  were  transferred  into  my  office. 

The  following  interments  took  place  in  the  Council’s 
Cemetery  during  the  year  ended  March,  1955  : — 


Interments  involving  re-opening  of  Graves  21 

Interments  in  New  Graves  .  33 

Interments  in  the  Public  Grave 

(Stillbirths  etc.)  .  3 


57 

Graves  bought  in  Reserve  .  4 


Approval  was  given  to  the  erection  of  24  Memorials, 
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Income  from  the  Cemetery  during  the  year  amounted 
to  the  sum  of  £252/15/6  as  detailed  below: — 


£  s.  d. 

Purchase  of  graves  .  104  5  0 

Re-opening  of  graves  .  115  0  0 

Interments  in  Public  Grave  .  18  0 

Vaulting  Fees  .  5  5  0 

Memorial  Fees  .  22  5  0 

Grants  of  Right  .  4  12  6 


£252  15  6 


The  system  whereby  mutual  assistance  was  afforded  to 
the  Parochial  Church  Council  continued  during  the  year, 
accounts  being  rendered  on  that  Council  for  the  time  spent 
etc.,  digging  graves  in  the  Churchyard,  and  income  from 
this  source  amounted  during  the  year  to  £48/8/3. 

CONCLUSION 

As  will  have  been  seen  from  the  foregoing  Report,  the 
Sanitary  Section  of  the  Public  Health  Department  continued 
to  have  a  very  busy  and  varied  year.  The  number  of 
callers  at  the  office  increased  very  considerably  and  the 
number  of  interviews  granted  accounted  for  a  by  no  means 
inconsiderable  amount  of  time. 

May  I  again  express  my  appreciation  to  the  Chairman, 
Vice-Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for 
their  support  during  the  year. 

I  would  like,  also,  to  draw  attention  to  the  amicable 
conditions  which  continue  to  exist  between  the  office  of  the 
Divisional  Medical  Officer  and  my  own — a  state  of  affairs 
which  is  imperative  to  efficient  Public  Health  Administration. 

T  am  glad,  also,  of  the  opportunity  of  thanking  my  fellow 
Officials  for  the  support  and  help  which  they  have  at  all 
times  afforded  me  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties. 


T  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

GEORGE  E.  MTLLAR, 

Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Cleansing  Superintendent 
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TABB  &  MOORE  Ltd.,  BARNSLEY 


